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Introduction

Prepare for the exam with practice tests from Cambridge

Inside you l̓l findfourauthentic examinationpapers fromCambridge University Press &
Assessment. They are theperfectway topractise – EXACTLY like the real exam.

Why are they unique?

All ourauthenticpractice tests go throughthe same design process as the IELTS test. We
check every single part of ourpractice tests with real students under exam conditions, to
make sure we give you the most authentic experience possible.
Students can practise these tests on their ownorwiththe help ofa teacher tofamiliarise

themselves withthe exam format,understand the scoring system andpractise exam technique.

Further information

IELTS is jointlymanagedby theBritishCouncil, IDP: IELTS AustraliaandCambridgeUniversity
Press &Assessment. Further informationcan be foundon the IELTS officialwebsite at
ielts.org.

WHAT IS THE TEST FORMAT?

IELTS consists of fourcomponents.All candidates take the same Listening and Speaking
tests. There is a choice of Reading and Writing tests according towhether a candidate is
taking theAcademic or General Trainingmodule.

Academic
For candidates wishing to study at
undergraduate orpostgraduate levels,
and for those seeking professional
registration.

General Training
For candidates wishing tomigrate to an
English-speakingcountry (Australia, Canada,
New Zealand, UK), and forthose wishingto
trainor studybelow degree level.
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The test components are taken in the followingorder:

Listening
4 parts, 40 items, approximately 30minutes

Academic Reading
3 sections, 40 items

60minutes
or

General TrainingReading
3 sections, 40 items

60minutes

Academic Writing
2 tasks

60minutes
or

General TrainingWriting
2 tasks

60minutes

Speaking
11 to14minutes

Total Test Time
2 hours 44minutes

ACADEMIC TEST FORMAT

Listening
This test consists of fourparts, each with ten questions. The first twoparts are concerned
withsocial needs. The first part is a conversation between two speakers and the second part
is a monologue.The final twoparts are concerned withsituations related to educational or
trainingcontexts. The thirdpart is a conversation between up to fourpeople and the fourth
part is a monologue.
A variety of question types is used, including: multiplechoice, matching, plan/map/

diagram labelling, formcompletion, note completion, table completion, flowchart completion,
summary completion, sentence completionand short-answerquestions.
Candidates hear the recordingonce only and answer the questionsas they listen. Ten

minutesare allowed at the end for candidates to transfer theiranswers to the answer sheet.

Reading
This test consists of three sections with40questions. There are three texts,which are
taken fromjournals, books,magazines and newspapers. The textsare on topics of general
interest. At least one text contains detailed logical argument.
A variety of question types is used, including: multiplechoice, identifying information

(True/False/NotGiven), identifyingthe writerʼs views/claims (Yes/No/NotGiven), matching
information,matchingheadings, matching features, matchingsentence endings, sentence
completion, summary completion, note completion, table completion, flowchart completion,
diagram-label completion and short-answer questions.
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Writing
This test consists of twotasks. It is suggested that candidates spend about 20minuteson
Task 1, which requires them towrite at least 150words, and 40minutes onTask 2, which
requires them towrite at least 250words. Task 2 contributes twice as much as Task 1 to the
Writing score.
Task 1 requires candidates to lookat a diagram or some data (in a graph, table or chart)

and to present the informationin theirown words. They are assessed on their ability to
organise, present and possibly compare data, and are required todescribe the stages of a
process, describe an object or event, or explainhow somethingworks.
In Task 2, candidates are presented witha pointof view, argumentor problem.They are

assessed on their ability topresent a solution to the problem,present and justify an opinion,
compare and contrastevidence and opinions,and toevaluate and challenge ideas, evidence
or arguments.
Candidates are also assessed on theirability towrite in an appropriatestyle. More

informationon assessing the Writing test, includingWriting assessment criteria (public
version), is available at ielts.org.

Speaking
This test takes between 11and 14minutes and is conducted by a trained examiner.
There are three parts:

Part 1
The candidate and the examiner introducethemselves. Candidates then answer general
questions about themselves, their home/family,their job/studies,their interests and a wide
range of similar familiar topic areas. This part lasts between fourand five minutes.

Part 2
The candidate is given a task card withpromptsand is asked to talk ona particular topic.
The candidate has one minutetoprepare and they can make some notes if they wish,
before speaking for between one and twominutes.The examiner then asks one or two
questions on the same topic.

Part 3
The examiner and the candidate engage in a discussion ofmore abstract issues which are
thematically linked to the topic in Part 2. The discussion lasts between fourand five minutes.
The Speaking test assesses whether candidates can communicateeffectively in English.

The assessment takes intoaccount Fluency and Coherence, Lexical Resource, Grammatical
Range andAccuracy, and Pronunciation. More informationon assessing the Speaking test,
includingSpeaking assessment criteria (public version), is available at ielts.org.



Introduction

7

HOW IS IELTS SCORED?

IELTS results are reportedon a nine-bandscale. In additionto the score for overall language
ability, IELTS provides a score in the formof a profileforeach of the fourskills (Listening,
Reading, Writingand Speaking). These scores are also reportedon a nine-bandscale. All
scores are recorded on the TestReport Form along with details of the candidateʼs nationality,
firstlanguage and date ofbirth.Each Overall Band Score corresponds to a descriptive
statement whichgives a summary of the English-language ability of a candidate classified at
that level. The nine bands and theirdescriptive statements are as follows:

9 Expert user – Has fullyoperational commandof the language: appropriate, accurate
and fluent with complete understanding.

8 Very good user – Has fullyoperational commandof the language withonly occasional
unsystematic inaccuracies and inappropriacies. Misunderstandingsmay occur in
unfamiliar situations. Handles complexdetailed argumentationwell.

7 Good user – Has operational commandof the language, thoughwithoccasional
inaccuracies, inappropriacies and misunderstandingsin some situations.Generally
handles complex language well and understands detailed reasoning.

6 Competent user – Has generally effective commandof the language despite some
inaccuracies, inappropriacies and misunderstandings.Can use and understand fairly
complex language, particularly in familiar situations.

5 Modest user – Has partial commandof the language, copingwithoverall meaning
in mostsituations, thoughis likely to makemanymistakes. Should be able to handle
basic communication inown field.

4 Limited user – Basic competence is limitedto familiarsituations.Has frequent
problems in understandingand expression. Is not able to use complex language.

3 Extremely limiteduser – Conveys and understandsonly general meaning in very
familiar situations. Frequent breakdowns in communication occur.

2 Intermittentuser – Has great difficultyunderstandingspoken and written English.

1 Non-user– Essentially has no ability touse the language beyond possibly a few
isolated words.

0 Did not attemptthe test – Did notanswer the questions.
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MARKING THE PRACTICE TESTS

Listening andReading
The answer keys are on pages 119–126.
Each question in the Listening and Reading tests is worthone mark.

Questions which require letter /Roman numeral answers
For questions where the answers are letters orRoman numerals, you shouldwrite only the
numberof answers required. For example, if the answer is a single letter ornumeral, you
should writeonly one answer. If you have writtenmore letters or numerals than are required,
the answer mustbemarked wrong.

Questions which require answers in the formof words or numbers
• Answers may be written in upper or lower case.
• Words in brackets are optional– they are correct, butnotnecessary.
• Alternative answers are separated by a slash (/).
• If you are asked towrite an answer using a certain numberof wordsand/or(a) number(s),

you will be penalised if you exceed this. For example, ifa questionspecifies an answer
usingNO MORE THAN THREE WORDS and thecorrectanswer is ʻblackleathercoatʼ,
the answer ʻcoat of black leatherʼ is incorrect.

• In questions where you are expected to complete a gap, you should only transfer the
necessary missingword(s) ontothe answer sheet. For example, tocomplete i̒n the …ʼ,
where the correct answer is ʻmorning ,̓the answer i̒n themorningʼwould be incorrect.

• All answers require correct spelling (including words in brackets).
• Both US and UK spellingare acceptable and are included in the answer key.
• All standard alternatives for numbers, dates and currencies are acceptable.
• All standard abbreviations are acceptable.
• You will findadditional notes about individual answers in the answer key.

Writing
The sample answers are on pages 127–138. It is notpossible for you togive yourself a mark
for the Writingtasks. We have providedsample answers (writtenby candidates), showing
their score and the examinersʼcomments.These sample answers will give you an insight
intowhat is required for the Writing test.
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HOW SHOULD YOU INTERPRET YOUR SCORES?

At the end ofeach Listening and Reading answer key you will finda chart which willhelp
you assess whether,on thebasis of your Practice Test results, you are ready to take the
IELTS test.
In interpretingyour score, there are a numberof pointsyou should bear in mind.Your

performancein the real IELTS test will be reportedin twoways: there willbe a Band Score
from1 to9 foreach of the components and an Overall Band Score from1 to9, which is
the average of your scores in the fourcomponents. However, institutionsconsidering your
applicationare advised to lookat boththe Overall Band Score and the Band Score for
each component in order to determine whether you have the language skills needed fora
particular course of study.For example, if your course involves a lotof reading and writing,
butno lectures, listening skills mightbe less importantand a score of 5 in Listening mightbe
acceptable if theOverall Band Score was 7. However, fora course which has lots of lectures
and spoken instructions, a score of 5 in Listeningmightbe unacceptable even thoughthe
Overall Band Score was 7.
Once you have marked your tests, you shouldhave some idea ofwhether your listening

and reading skills are goodenough foryou to try the IELTS test. If you didwell enough in
one component, butnot in others, you will have to decide for yourself whether you are ready
to take the test.
The Practice Tests have been checked toensure that they are the same level of difficulty

as the real IELTS test. However, we cannot guarantee thatyour score in the Practice Tests
willbe reflected in the real IELTS test. The Practice Tests can only give youan idea of your
possible futureperformance and it is ultimately up to you tomake decisions based on your
score.
Differentinstitutionsaccept differentIELTS scores fordifferenttypes of courses. We have

based our recommendationson the average scores which themajorityof institutionsaccept.
The institutiontowhich you are applyingmay, ofcourse, require a higher or lower score than
most other institutions.



Test 1
LISTENING

PART 1 Questions 1–10

Complete the notes below.

Write ONE WORD AND/OR A NUMBER for each answer.

Buckworth Conservation Group
Regular activities
Beach
• making sure the beach does not have 1 on it
• no 2

Nature reserve
• maintaining paths
• nesting boxes for birds installed
• next task is taking action to attract 3 to the place
• identifying types of 4
• building a new 5

Forthcoming events
Saturday
• meet at Dunsmore Beach car park
• walk across the sands and reach the 6
• take a picnic
• wear appropriate 7

Woodwork session
• suitable for 8 to participate in
• making 9 out of wood
• 17th, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
• cost of session (no camping): 10 £

Listening test audio

10 p. 119 p. 96



Listening

11

PART 2 Questions 11–20

Questions 11–14

Choose the correct letter, A, B or C.

Boat trip round Tasmania
11 What is the maximum number of people who can stand on each side of the boat?

A 9
B 15
C 18

12 What colour are the tour boats?

A dark red
B jet black
C light green

13 Which lunchbox is suitable for someone who doesn’t eat meat or fish?

A Lunchbox 1
B Lunchbox 2
C Lunchbox 3

14 What should people do with their litter?

A take it home
B hand it to a member of staff
C put it in the bins provided on the boat

Listening test audio



Test 1

Questions 15 and 16

Choose TWO letters, A–E.

Which TWO features of the lighthouse does Lou mention?

A why it was built
B who built it
C how long it took to build
D who staffed it
E what it was built with

Questions 17 and 18

Choose TWO letters, A–E.

Which TWO types of creature might come close to the boat?

A sea eagles
B fur seals
C dolphins
D whales
E penguins

Questions 19 and 20

Choose TWO letters, A–E.

Which TWO points does Lou make about the caves?

A Only large tourist boats can visit them.
B The entrances to them are often blocked.
C It is too dangerous for individuals to go near them.
D Someone will explain what is inside them.
E They cannot be reached on foot.

12 p. 119 p. 97
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PART 3 Questions 21–30

Questions 21–26

Choose the correct letter, A, B or C.

Work experience for veterinary science students
21 What problem did both Diana and Tim have when arranging their work experience?

A making initial contact with suitable farms
B organising transport to and from the farm
C finding a placement for the required length of time

22 Tim was pleased to be able to help

A a lamb that had a broken leg.
B a sheep that was having difficulty giving birth.
C a newly born lamb that was having trouble feeding.

23 Diana says the sheep on her farm

A were of various different varieties.
B were mainly reared for their meat.
C had better quality wool than sheep on the hills.

24 What did the students learn about adding supplements to chicken feed?

A These should only be given if specially needed.
B It is worth paying extra for the most effective ones.
C The amount given at one time should be limited.

25 What happened when Diana was working with dairy cows?

A She identified some cows incorrectly.
B She accidentally threw some milk away.
C She made a mistake when storing milk.

26 What did both farmers mention about vets and farming?

A Vets are failing to cope with some aspects of animal health.
B There needs to be a fundamental change in the training of vets.
C Some jobs could be done by the farmer rather than by a vet.

Listening test audio
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Questions 27–30

What opinion do the students give about each of the following modules on their
veterinary science course?

Choose FOUR answers from the box and write the correct letter, A–F, next to
questions 27–30.

Opinions

A Tim found this easier than expected.

B Tim thought this was not very clearly organised.

C Diana may do some further study on this.

D They both found the reading required for this was difficult.

E Tim was shocked at something he learned on this module.

F They were both surprised how little is known about some aspects of this.

Modules on Veterinary Science course

27 Medical terminology

28 Diet and nutrition

29 Animal disease

30 Wildlife medication

14 p. 119 p. 98
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PART 4 Questions 31–40

Complete the notes below.

Write ONE WORD ONLY for each answer.

Labyrinths
Definition
• a winding spiral path leading to a central area

Labyrinths compared with mazes
• Mazes are a type of 31

− 32 is needed to navigate through a maze
− the word ‘maze’ is derived from a word meaning a feeling of
33

• Labyrinths represent a journey through life
− they have frequently been used in 34 and prayer

Early examples of the labyrinth spiral
• Ancient carvings on 35 have been found across

many cultures
• The Pima, a Native American tribe, wove the symbol on baskets
• Ancient Greeks used the symbol on 36

Walking labyrinths
• The largest surviving example of a turf labyrinth once had a big

37 at its centre

Labyrinths nowadays
• Believed to have a beneficial impact on mental and physical health,

e.g., walking a maze can reduce a person’s 38 rate
• Used in medical and health and fitness settings and also prisons
• Popular with patients, visitors and staff in hospitals

− patients who can’t walk can use ‘finger labyrinths’ made from
39

− research has shown that Alzheimer’s sufferers experience
less 40

Listening test audio

p. 119 p. 100 15
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READING

READING PASSAGE 1

You should spend about 20 minutes on Questions 1–13, which are based on Reading
Passage 1 below.

ThedevelopmentoftheLondon undergroundrailway
In thefirst half of the1800s,London̓spopulation grewatanastonishingrate, andthecentral
areabecameincreasingly congested.In addition, theexpansionof theovergroundrailway
networkresulted inmoreandmorepassengersarriving in thecapital. However, in 1846,aRoyal
Commissiondecidedthat therailways shouldnotbeallowed toenter theCity, thecapital̓ s
historic andbusinesscentre.Theresult wasthat theovergroundrailway stationsformedaring
aroundtheCity. The areawithin consistedofpoorly built, overcrowdedslumsandthestreetswere
full of horse-drawntraffic. Crossing theCity becameanightmare. It couldtakeanhourandahalf
totravel 8kmbyhorse-drawncarriage orbus.Numerousschemeswereproposedtoresolve these
problems,butfew succeeded.

Amongst themostvocal advocates forasolution toLondon̓s traffic problemswasCharles
Pearson,whoworkedasasolicitor for theCity ofLondon. He sawbothsocial andeconomic
advantagesin building anundergroundrailway thatwould link theovergroundrailway stations
togetherandclear London slumsatthesametime. His ideawastorelocate thepoorworkerswho
lived in the inner-cityslumstonewly constructedsuburbs,andtoprovidecheaprail travel for
themtoget towork. Pearson̓s ideas gained supportamongstsomebusinessmenandin 1851he
submittedaplantoParliament. It wasrejected,butcoincidedwith aproposal fromanothergroup
for anundergroundconnecting line, which Parliament passed.

The twogroupsmergedandestablishedtheMetropolitan Railway Company inAugust 1854.The
company̓splanwastoconstructanundergroundrailway line fromtheGreatWestern Railway̓s
(GWR) stationat Paddingtonto theedgeof theCity at FarringdonStreet – adistanceof almost
5km.Theorganisationhaddifficulty in raising thefundingfor sucharadical andexpensive
scheme,not leastbecauseof thecritical articles printedby thepress.Objectors arguedthat the
tunnelswouldcollapse undertheweightof traffic overhead,buildings wouldbeshakenand
passengerswould bepoisonedbytheemissions from thetrain engines.However, Pearsonandhis
partnerspersisted.

TheGWR, awarethatthenewline would finally enablethemtoruntrains into theheartof
theCity, investedalmost£250,000in thescheme.Eventually, overa five-year period,£1m
wasraised. The chosenrouteranbeneathexisting main roadstominimise theexpenseof
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demolishingbuildings. Originally scheduledtobecompletedin 21months,theconstructionof
theundergroundline tookthreeyears. It wasbuilt justbelow street level usingatechniqueknown
as c̒ut andcover̓ . A trenchabouttenmetreswide andsixmetresdeepwasdug,andthesides
temporarilyheldupwith timberbeams.Brick walls were thenconstructed,andfinally abrick
archwasaddedtocreate atunnel.A two-metre-deeplayerof soil was laid ontopofthetunnel
andtheroadaboverebuilt.

TheMetropolitan line, which openedon10January 1863,wastheworld s̓ first underground
railway. On its first day,almost40,000passengerswerecarried betweenPaddingtonand
Farringdon, the journeytaking about18minutes.By theendof theMetropolitan s̓ first year of
operation, 9.5million journeys hadbeenmade.

Even astheMetropolitan beganoperation, thefirst extensionstothe line werebeingauthorised;
thesewerebuilt over thenextfive years, reachingMoorgate in theeastof London and
Hammersmithin thewest.Theoriginal planwas topull the trainswith steamlocomotives, using
firebricks in theboilers toprovide steam,buttheseengineswerenever introduced. Instead, the
line usedspecially designedlocomotives thatwere fittedwith water tanksin which steamcould
becondensed.However, smokeandfumesremainedaproblem, eventhoughventilation shafts
were addedtothetunnels.

Despite theextensionof theundergroundrailway, by the1880s,congestiononLondon̓s streets
hadbecomeworse.Theproblemwaspartly that theexisting undergroundlines formedacircuit
aroundthecentre of London andextendedtothesuburbs,butdid notcross thecapital̓s centre.
The c̒ut andcover̓ methodof constructionwasnotanoption in this partof thecapital. The only
alternative wastotunnel deepunderground.

Although thetechnology tocreate thesetunnelsexisted,steamlocomotives could notbeusedin
suchaconfinedspace.It wasn̓ tuntil thedevelopmentof areliable electric motor,andameansof
transferring powerfromthegeneratortoamovingtrain, that theworld̓s first deep-levelelectric
railway, theCity & SouthLondon, becamepossible.The line openedin 1890,andranfromthe
City toStockwell, southof theRiver Thames.Thetrainsweremadeupof threecarriagesand
driven byelectric engines.Thecarriages werenarrowandhadtiny windows just belowtheroof
becauseit wasthoughtthatpassengerswouldnotwant to look outat thetunnelwalls. The line
wasnotwithout its problems,mainly causedbyanunreliable powersupply.Although theCity &
SouthLondon Railway wasagreat technical achievement,it didnotmakeaprofit.Then, in 1900,
theCentral London Railway, knownas theʻTuppennyTube̓ , beganoperationusingnewelectric
locomotives. It wasvery popularandsoonafterwardsnewrailways andextensionswereaddedto
thegrowing tubenetwork.By 1907,theheartof today̓sUndergroundsystemwasin place.
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Questions 1–6

Complete the notes below.

Choose ONE WORD ONLY from the passage for each answer.

Write your answers in boxes 1–6 on your answer sheet.

The London underground railway
The problem

• The 1 of London increased rapidly between 1800 and 1850

• The streets were full of horse-drawn vehicles

The proposed solution

• Charles Pearson, a solicitor, suggested building an underground railway

• Building the railway would make it possible to move people to better housing in
the 2

• A number of 3 agreed with Pearson’s idea

• The company initially had problems getting the 4 needed for
the project

• Negative articles about the project appeared in the 5

The construction

• The chosen route did not require many buildings to be pulled down

• The ‘cut and cover’ method was used to construct the tunnels

• With the completion of the brick arch, the tunnel was covered with
6



Reading

Questions 7–13

Do the following statements agree with the information given in Reading Passage 1?

In boxes 7–13 on your answer sheet, write

TRUE if the statement agrees with the information
FALSE if the statement contradicts the information
NOT GIVEN if there is no information on this

7 Other countries had built underground railways before the Metropolitan line
opened.

8 More people than predicted travelled on the Metropolitan line on the first
day.

9 The use of ventilation shafts failed to prevent pollution in the tunnels.

10 A different approach from the ‘cut and cover’ technique was required in London’s
central area.

11 The windows on City & South London trains were at eye level.

12 The City & South London Railway was a financial success.

13 Trains on the ‘Tuppenny Tube’ nearly always ran on time.

p. 120 19
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READING PASSAGE 2

You should spend about 20 minutes on Questions 14–26, which are based on Reading
Passage 2 below.

Stadiums: past,presentandfuture
A Stadiums areamongtheoldest formsof urbanarchitecture: vast stadiumswherethepublic

couldwatch sportingeventswereat thecentreofwesterncity life as far backastheancient
Greek andRomanEmpires, well beforetheconstructionof thegreatmedievalcathedralsand
thegrand19th-and20th-centuryrailway stationswhich dominatedurbanskylines in later eras.
Today,however,stadiumsareregardedwith growing scepticism. Construction costscansoar
above£1billion, andstadiumsfinished for majoreventssuchastheOlympic Gamesorthe
FIFA World Cuphavenotablyfallen intodisuseanddisrepair.
But this neednotbethecase.History showsthatstadiumscandrive urbandevelopmentand
adapttothecultureof every age.Even today,architects andplannersare findingnewways
toadaptthemono-functionalsportsarenaswhich becameemblematicof modernisation
during the20thcentury.

B Theamphitheatre*ofArles in southwestFrance, with acapacity of 25,000spectators,
is perhapsthebestexampleof justhowversatile stadiumscanbe.Built by theRomans in
90AD, it becameafortresswith four towersafter thefifth century,andwasthen
transformedinto avillage containingmorethan200houses.With thegrowinginterest in
conservation duringthe19thcentury, it wasconvertedback into anarenafor thestagingof
bullfights, therebyreturningthestructure to itsoriginal useasavenueforpublic spectacles.
Another exampleis the imposingarenaofVerona in northern Italy, with spacefor 30,000
spectators,which wasbuilt 60yearsbeforetheArles amphitheatreand40years before
Rome̓sfamousColosseum. It hasenduredthecenturies andis currently consideredoneof
theworld̓sprime sites for opera, thankstoits outstandingacoustics.

C Theareain thecentreof the Italian townofLucca, knownasthePiazzadell̓ Anfiteatro,
is yet another impressive exampleofanamphitheatrebecomingabsorbedinto thefabric
of thecity. Thesite evolved in asimilar way toArles andwasprogressivelyfilled with
buildings fromtheMiddle Ages until the19thcentury,variously usedashouses,asalt depot
andaprison. But ratherthanreverting toanarena, it becameamarketsquare,designed
byRomanticist architect LorenzoNottolini. Today,theruinsof theamphitheatreremain
embeddedin thevarious shopsandresidences surrounding thepublic square.

D There aremanysimilarities betweenmodernstadiumsandtheancient amphitheatres
intendedfor games.But someof theflexibility was lost at thebeginningof the20thcentury,
asstadiumsweredevelopedusingnewproductssuchassteelandreinforced concrete, and
madeuseof bright lights for night-timematches.

* amphitheatre: (especially in Greek and Roman architecture) an open circular or oval building with a central space surrounded by tiers of
seats for spectators, for the presentation of dramatic or sporting events
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Many suchstadiumsaresituated in suburbanareas,designedfor sportinguseonly and
surroundedbyparking lots. Thesefactors meanthattheymaynotbeasaccessible tothe
general public, requiremoreenergytorunandcontribute tourbanheat.

E But manyof today̓smostinnovative architects seescopefor thestadiumtohelp improve the
city. Amongthecurrent strategies, twoseemtobehaving particular success: thestadiumas
anurbanhub,andasapowerplant.

There̓sagrowing trendfor stadiumstobeequippedwith public spacesandservices that
serve a function beyondsport, suchashotels, retail outlets, conference centres, restaurants
andbars,children̓s playgrounds andgreenspace. Creating mixed-usedevelopmentssuchas
this reinforces compactnessandmulti-functionality, makingmoreefficient useof landand
helping toregenerateurbanspaces.

This opensthespaceuptofamilies andawider cross-sectionof society, insteadof catering
only tosportspeopleandsupporters.There havebeenmanyexamplesof this in theUK: the
mixed-usefacilities atWembley andOld Trafford havebecomeablueprint for manyother
stadiumsin theworld.

F The phenomenonof stadiumsaspowerstations hasarisen from theidea thatenergy
problemscanbeovercomebyintegrating interconnectedbuildings bymeansof asmartgrid,
which is anelectricity supplynetworkthatusesdigital communicationstechnologytodetect
andreact to local changesin usage,without significant energy losses.Stadiumsare ideal
for thesepurposes,becausetheir canopieshavea large surface areafor fitting photovoltaic
panelsandrise highenough(more than40metres) tomakeuseofmicro wind turbines.

FreiburgMage Solar Stadiumin Germany is the firstof anewwaveof stadiumsaspower
plants,which also includes theAmsterdamArena andtheKaohsiungStadium. The latter,
inauguratedin 2009,has8,844photovoltaic panelsproducingupto1.14GWh of electricity
annually. This reducestheannualoutputof carbondioxide by660tonsandsupplies up
to80percentof thesurroundingareawhenthestadiumis not in use.This is proof thata
stadiumcanserve its city, andhaveadecidedly positive impact in termsof reductionofCO2
emissions.

G Sporting arenashavealwaysbeencentral to thelife andcultureof cities. In every era, the
stadiumhasacquirednewvalue anduses:frommilitary fortress to residential village, public
spacetotheatreandmostrecently afield for experimentation in advancedengineering.
The stadiumof todaynowbringstogethermultiple functions, thushelping cities tocreatea
sustainablefuture.
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Questions 14–17

Reading Passage 2 has seven sections, A–G.

Which section contains the following information?

Write the correct letter, A–G, in boxes 14–17 on your answer sheet.

NB You may use any letter more than once.

14 a mention of negative attitudes towards stadium building projects

15 figures demonstrating the environmental benefits of a certain stadium

16 examples of the wide range of facilities available at some new stadiums

17 reference to the disadvantages of the stadiums built during a certain era

Questions 18–22

Complete the summary below.

Choose ONE WORD ONLY from the passage for each answer.

Write your answers in boxes 18–22 on your answer sheet.

Roman amphitheatres
The Roman stadiums of Europe have proved very versatile. The amphitheatre of
Arles, for example, was converted first into a 18 , then into
a residential area and finally into an arena where spectators could watch
19 . Meanwhile, the arena in Verona, one of the oldest
Roman amphitheatres, is famous today as a venue where 20
is performed. The site of Lucca’s amphitheatre has also been used for many
purposes over the centuries, including the storage of 21 . It
is now a market square with 22 and homes incorporated into
the remains of the Roman amphitheatre.
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Questions 23 and 24

Choose TWO letters, A–E.

Write the correct letters in boxes 23 and 24 on your answer sheet.

When comparing twentieth-century stadiums to ancient amphitheatres in Section D,
which TWO negative features does the writer mention?

A They are less imaginatively designed.
B They are less spacious.
C They are in less convenient locations.
D They are less versatile.
E They are made of less durable materials.
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Questions 25 and 26

Choose TWO letters, A–E.

Write the correct letters in boxes 25 and 26 on your answer sheet.

Which TWO advantages of modern stadium design does the writer mention?

A offering improved amenities for the enjoyment of sports events
B bringing community life back into the city environment
C facilitating research into solar and wind energy solutions
D enabling local residents to reduce their consumption of electricity
E providing a suitable site for the installation of renewable power generators
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READING PASSAGE 3

You should spend about 20 minutes on Questions 27–40, which are based on Reading
Passage 3 below.

Tocatch aking
AnnaKeay reviewsCharles Spencer̓ sbookaboutthehuntforKing Charles II

during theEnglish Civil War of theseventeenthcentury

* Presbyterianism: part of the reformed Protestant religion

Charles Spencer̓s latestbook,ToCatch a
King, tells usthestoryof thehuntforKing
Charles II in thesixweeksafter his resounding
defeatattheBattle ofWorcester in September
1651.Andwhatastory it is.After his father
wasexecutedby theParliamentarians in 1649,
theyoungCharles II sacrificed oneof the
very principles his fatherhaddied forand
didadealwith theScots, therebyaccepting
Presbyterianism* asthenational religion in
returnforbeingcrownedKing of Scots. His
arrival in EdinburghpromptedtheEnglish
Parliamentary army toinvadeScotland in a
pre-emptivestrike.This wasfollowed bya
Scottish invasionofEngland.The twosides
finally facedoneanotheratWorcester in
thewestof England in 1651.After being
comprehensively defeatedonthemeadows
outsidethecity by theParliamentarian army,
the21-year-oldking foundhimself thesubject
of anational manhunt,with ahugesum
offered forhis capture.Over thefollowing
six weekshemanaged,throughaseries of
heart-poundinglyclose escapes,toevadethe
Parliamentarians beforeseekingrefuge in
France. For thenextnineyears, thepenniless
anddefeatedCharles wanderedaroundEurope
with only asmallgroupof loyal supporters.

Years later, after his restorationasking, the
50-year-oldCharles II requestedameeting

with thewriter anddiarist Samuel Pepys.His
intentionwhenaskingPepys tocommithis
story topaperwas toensurethatthis most
extraordinary episodewasneverforgotten.
Over twothree-hoursittings, theking related
tohim ingreatdetail his personalrecollections
of thesixweekshehadspentasafugitive. As
theking andsecretary settleddown(a scene
thatis surely agift for a futurescriptwriter),
Charles commencedhisstory: ʻAfter thebattle
wassoabsolutely lost astobebeyondhopeof
recovery, I begantothink of thebestway of
savingmyself.̓

Oneof the joys of Spencer̓sbook,aresult not
leastof itsuseofCharles II̓ s ownnarrative
aswell as thoseof his supporters,is justhow
close thereadergetstotheaction. The day-by-
day retelling of the fugitives̓ doingsprovides
delicious details: thecuttingof theking s̓long
hair with agricultural shears,theuseofwalnut
leavestodye his paleskin, andthedayCharles
spentlying onabranchof thegreatoaktree in
Boscobel WoodastheParliamentary soldiers
scouredtheforest floor below.Spencer draws
outboththehumour– suchasthepreposterous
refusal ofCharles̓ sfriendHenryWilmot
toadoptdisguise onthegroundsthatit was
beneathhis dignity – andtheemotional tension
whenthesecret of theking̓s presencewas
cautiously revealed tohis supporters.
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Charles̓ sadventuresafter losing theBattle of
Worcester hidetheuncomfortable truththat
whilst almosteveryone inEngland hadbeen
appalled bytheexecutionof his father, they
hadnotwelcomedthearrival of hissonwith
theScots army,buthadinsteadfirmly bolted
their doors.This waspartly becauseherodeat
theheadof what looked like a foreign invasion
force andpartly because,after almostadecade
ofcivil war,peopleweredesperatetoavoid
it beginningagain.Thismakesit all themore
interestingthatCharles II himself lovedthe
story somucheverafter.As well asretelling
it toanyonewhowould listen, causingeye-
rolling amongcourtiers, hesetin train aseries
of initiatives tomemorialiseit. Therewas to
beaneworderof chivalry, theKnights of the
Royal Oak.A seriesof enormousoil paintings
depicting theepisodewereproduced,including
atwo-metre-widecanvasof Boscobel Wood
andasetofsix similarly enormouspaintings
of thekingontherun. In 1660,Charles II
commissionedtheartist John Michael Wright
topainta flying squadronof cherubs* carrying
anoaktreetotheheavensontheceiling of his
bedchamber.It is hardtoimaginemanyother
kingsmarkingthelowestpoint in their life so
enthusiastically, or indeedpulling off suchan
escapein thefirst place.

Charles Spencer is theperfectpersonto
passthestory ontoanewgeneration.His

pacey, readableprosesteersdeftly clear of
modernidiomsandelegantly bringsto life the
details of thegreattale. He haseven-handed
sympathyfor boththefugitive king andthe
fierce republican regimethathuntedhim,
andhesucceedsin his desire toexplore far
moreof thebackgroundof thestory than
previous booksonthesubject havedone.Indeed,
theopeningthird of thebookis abouthow
Charles II foundhimself atWorcesterin thefirst
place,which for somewill bereasonalone to
readToCatch a King.

Thetantalising questionleft, in theend,is that
of whatit all meant.Would CharlesII have
beenadifferent king hadthesesix weeksnever
happened?The daysandnightsspent in hiding
musthaveaffected himin someway.Did the
needtoassumedisguises, tosurvive onwit and
charmalone, tousetrickery andsubterfugeto
escapefromtightcornershelp formhim? This
is theoneareawhere thebookdoesn̓tquite hit
themark.Insteadits depictionof Charles II in
his final yearsasan ineffective, pleasure-loving
monarchdoesn̓tdojustice totheman(neither
is it accurate), or to thecomplexityofhis
character.But thisoneniggleaside,ToCatch a
King is anexcellent read,andthosewhocome
to it knowinglittle of thefamoustalewill find
theyhave atreat in store.

* cherub: an image of angelic children used in paintings
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Questions 27–31

Complete the summary using the list of phrases, A–J, below.

Write the correct letter, A–J, in boxes 27–31 on your answer sheet.

The story behind the hunt for Charles II
Charles II’s father was executed by the Parliamentarian forces in 1649. Charles II
then formed a 27 with the Scots, and in order to become King of
Scots, he abandoned an important 28 that was held by his father
and had contributed to his father’s death. The opposing sides then met outside
Worcester in 1651. The battle led to a 29 for the Parliamentarians
and Charles had to flee for his life. A 30 was offered for Charles’s
capture, but after six weeks spent in hiding, he eventually managed to reach the
31 of continental Europe.

A military innovation B large reward C widespread conspiracy
D relative safety E new government F decisive victory
G political debate H strategic alliance I popular solution
J religious conviction

Questions 32–35

Do the following statements agree with the claims of the writer in Reading Passage 3?

In boxes 32–35 on your answer sheet, write

YES if the statement agrees with the claims of the writer
NO if the statement contradicts the claims of the writer
NOT GIVEN if it is impossible to say what the writer thinks about this

32 Charles chose Pepys for the task because he considered him to be trustworthy.

33 Charles’s personal recollection of the escape lacked sufficient detail.

34 Charles indicated to Pepys that he had planned his escape before the battle.

35 The inclusion of Charles’s account is a positive aspect of the book.



Reading

Questions 36–40

Choose the correct letter, A, B, C or D.

Write the correct letter in boxes 36–40 on your answer sheet.

36 What is the reviewer’s main purpose in the first paragraph?

A to describe what happened during the Battle of Worcester
B to give an account of the circumstances leading to Charles II’s escape
C to provide details of the Parliamentarians’ political views
D to compare Charles II’s beliefs with those of his father

37 Why does the reviewer include examples of the fugitives’ behaviour in the third
paragraph?

A to explain how close Charles II came to losing his life
B to suggest that Charles II’s supporters were badly prepared
C to illustrate how the events of the six weeks are brought to life
D to argue that certain aspects are not as well known as they should be

38 What point does the reviewer make about Charles II in the fourth paragraph?

A He chose to celebrate what was essentially a defeat.
B He misunderstood the motives of his opponents.
C He aimed to restore people’s faith in the monarchy.
D He was driven by a desire to be popular.

39 What does the reviewer say about Charles Spencer in the fifth paragraph?

A His decision to write the book comes as a surprise.
B He takes an unbiased approach to the subject matter.
C His descriptions of events would be better if they included more detail.
D He chooses language that is suitable for a twenty-first-century audience.

40 When the reviewer says the book ‘doesn’t quite hit the mark’, she is making the
point that

A it overlooks the impact of events on ordinary people.
B it lacks an analysis of prevalent views on monarchy.
C it omits any references to the deceit practised by Charles II during his time

in hiding.
D it fails to address whether Charles II’s experiences had a lasting influence

on him.
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WRITING

WRITING TASK 1

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

The maps below show an industrial area in the town of Norbiton, and planned
future development of the site.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and
make comparisons where relevant.

Write at least 150 words.

Planned future development

Farmland

= Housing

Med
ica

l

ce
ntr

e

Playground

Town S
choolShops

Norbiton industrial area now

Farmland

= Factory

Town

River

River

River

River
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WRITING TASK 2

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.

Write about the following topic:

It is important for people to take risks, both in their professional lives and
their personal lives.

Do you think the advantages of taking risks outweigh the disadvantages?

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own
knowledge or experience.

Write at least 250 words.

p. 128 29
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SPEAKING

PART 1

The examiner asks you about yourself, your home,
work or studies and other familiar topics.

EXAMPLE

History

• What did you study in history lessons when you were at school?
• Did you enjoy studying history at school? [Why/Why not?]
• How often do you watch TV programmes about history now? [Why/Why not?]
• What period in history would you like to learn more about? [Why?]

PART 2

Describe the neighbourhood you lived in when
you were a child.
You should say:

where in your town/city the neighbourhood was
what kind of people lived there
what it was like to live in this neighbourhood

and explain whether you would like to live in this
neighbourhood in the future.

You will have to talk
about the topic for one
to two minutes. You
have one minute to
think about what you
are going to say. You
can make some notes
to help you if you wish.

PART 3
Discussion topics:
Neighbours

Example questions:
What sort of things can neighbours do to help each other?
How well do people generally know their neighbours in your country?
How important do you think it is to have good neighbours?

Facilities in cities

Example questions:
Which facilities are most important to people living in cities?
How does shopping in small local shops differ from shopping in large city centre shops?
Do you think that children should always go to the school nearest to where they live?

Example Speaking test video
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PART 1 Questions 1–10

Questions 1–7

Complete the notes below.

Write ONE WORD ONLY for each answer.

Opportunities for voluntary work in Southoe village
Library
• Help with 1 books (times to be arranged)
• Help needed to keep 2 of books up to date
• Library is in the 3 Room in the village hall

Lunch club
• Help by providing 4
• Help with hobbies such as 5

Help for individuals needed next week
• Taking Mrs Carroll to 6
• Work in the 7 at Mr Selsbury’s house

Questions 8–10

Complete the table below.

Write ONE WORD ONLY for each answer.

Village social events
Date Event Location Help needed
19 Oct 8 Village hall providing refreshments

18 Nov dance Village hall checking 9
31 Dec New Year’s Eve party Mountfort Hotel designing the 10

Listening test audio
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PART 2 Questions 11–20

Questions 11–14

Choose the correct letter, A, B or C.

Oniton Hall
11 Many past owners made changes to

A the gardens.
B the house.
C the farm.

12 Sir Edward Downes built Oniton Hall because he wanted

A a place for discussing politics.
B a place to display his wealth.
C a place for artists and writers.

13 Visitors can learn about the work of servants in the past from

A audio guides.
B photographs.
C people in costume.

14 What is new for children at Oniton Hall?

A clothes for dressing up
B mini tractors
C the adventure playground

Listening test audio



Listening

Questions 15–20

Which activity is offered at each of the following locations on the farm?

Choose SIX answers from the box and write the correct letter, A–H, next to
Questions 15–20.

Activities

A shopping

B watching cows being milked

C seeing old farming equipment

D eating and drinking

E starting a trip

F seeing rare breeds of animals

G helping to look after animals

H using farming tools

Locations on the farm

15 dairy

16 large barn

17 small barn

18 stables

19 shed

20 parkland
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PART 3 Questions 21–30

Questions 21 and 22

Choose TWO letters, A–E.

Which TWO things do the students agree they need to include in their reviews of
Romeo and Juliet?

A analysis of the text
B a summary of the plot
C a description of the theatre
D a personal reaction
E a reference to particular scenes

Questions 23–27

Which opinion do the speakers give about each of the following aspects of
The Emporium’s production of Romeo and Juliet?

Choose FIVE answers from the box and write the correct letter, A–G, next to
Questions 23–27.

Opinions

A They both expected this to be more traditional.

B They both thought this was original.

C They agree this created the right atmosphere.

D They agree this was a major strength.

E They were both disappointed by this.

F They disagree about why this was an issue.

G They disagree about how this could be improved.

Aspects of the production

23 the set

24 the lighting

25 the costume design

26 the music

27 the actors’ delivery

Listening test audio
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Questions 28–30

Choose the correct letter, A, B or C.

28 The students think the story of Romeo and Juliet is still relevant for young people
today because

A it illustrates how easily conflict can start.
B it deals with problems that families experience.
C it teaches them about relationships.

29 The students found watching Romeo and Juliet in another language

A frustrating.
B demanding.
C moving.

30 Why do the students think Shakespeare’s plays have such international appeal?

A The stories are exciting.
B There are recognisable characters.
C They can be interpreted in many ways.
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PART 4 Questions 31–40

Complete the notes below.

Write ONE WORD AND/OR A NUMBER for each answer.

The impact of digital technology on the Icelandic language
The Icelandic language

• has approximately 31 speakers

• has a 32 that is still growing

• has not changed a lot over the last thousand years

• has its own words for computer-based concepts, such as web browser
and 33

Young speakers

• are big users of digital technology, such as 34

• are becoming 35 very quickly

• are having discussions using only English while they are in the
36 at school

• are better able to identify the content of a 37 in English than
Icelandic

Technology and internet companies

• write very little in Icelandic because of the small number of speakers and
because of how complicated its 38 is

The Icelandic government

• has set up a fund to support the production of more digital content in the language

• believes that Icelandic has a secure future

• is worried that young Icelanders may lose their 39 as Icelanders

• is worried about the consequences of children not being 40
in either Icelandic or English

Listening test audio
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READING

READING PASSAGE 1

You should spend about 20 minutes on Questions 1–13, which are based on Reading
Passage 1 below.

TheDeadSeaScrolls
In late 1946 or early 1947, three Bedouin teenagers were tending their goats and sheep
near the ancient settlement of Qumran, located on the northwest shore of the Dead
Sea in what is now known as the West Bank. One of these young shepherds tossed a
rock into an opening on the side of a cliff and was surprised to hear a shattering sound.
He and his companions later entered the cave and stumbled across a collection of
large clay jars, seven of which contained scrolls with writing on them. The teenagers
took the seven scrolls to a nearby town where they were sold for a small sum to a local
antiquities dealer. Word of the find spread, and Bedouins and archaeologists eventually
unearthed tens of thousands of additional scroll fragments from 10 nearby caves;
together they make up between 800 and 900 manuscripts. It soon became clear that this
was one of the greatest archaeological discoveries ever made.

The origin of the Dead Sea Scrolls, which were written around 2,000 years ago between
150 BCE and 70 CE, is still the subject of scholarly debate even today. According to the
prevailing theory, they are the work of a population that inhabited the area until Roman
troops destroyed the settlement around 70 CE. The area was known as Judea at that
time, and the people are thought to have belonged to a group called the Essenes, a
devout Jewish sect.

The majority of the texts on the Dead Sea Scrolls are in Hebrew, with some fragments
written in an ancient version of its alphabet thought to have fallen out of use in the fifth
century BCE. But there are other languages as well. Some scrolls are in Aramaic, the
language spoken by many inhabitants of the region from the sixth century BCE to the
siege of Jerusalem in 70 CE. In addition, several texts feature translations of the Hebrew
Bible into Greek.

The Dead Sea Scrolls include fragments from every book of the Old Testament of the
Bible except for the Book of Esther. The only entire book of the Hebrew Bible preserved
among the manuscripts from Qumran is Isaiah; this copy, dated to the first century BCE,
is considered the earliest biblical manuscript still in existence. Along with biblical texts,
the scrolls include documents about sectarian regulations and religious writings that do
not appear in the Old Testament.
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The writing on the Dead Sea Scrolls is mostly in black or occasionally red ink, and
the scrolls themselves are nearly all made of either parchment (animal skin) or an
early form of paper called ‘papyrus’. The only exception is the scroll numbered 3Q15,
which was created out of a combination of copper and tin. Known as the Copper
Scroll, this curious document features letters chiselled onto metal – perhaps, as some
have theorized, to better withstand the passage of time. One of the most intriguing
manuscripts from Qumran, this is a sort of ancient treasure map that lists dozens of gold
and silver caches. Using an unconventional vocabulary and odd spelling, it describes 64
underground hiding places that supposedly contain riches buried for safekeeping. None
of these hoards have been recovered, possibly because the Romans pillaged Judea
during the first century CE. According to various hypotheses, the treasure belonged to
local people, or was rescued from the Second Temple before its destruction or never
existed to begin with.

Some of the Dead Sea Scrolls have been on interesting journeys. In 1948, a Syrian
Orthodox archbishop known as Mar Samuel acquired four of the original seven scrolls
from a Jerusalem shoemaker and part-time antiquity dealer, paying less than $100
for them. He then travelled to the United States and unsuccessfully offered them to a
number of universities, including Yale. Finally, in 1954, he placed an advertisement in
the business newspaper The Wall Street Journal – under the category ‘Miscellaneous
Items for Sale’ – that read: ‘Biblical Manuscripts dating back to at least 200 B.C. are for
sale. This would be an ideal gift to an educational or religious institution by an individual
or group.’ Fortunately, Israeli archaeologist and statesman Yigael Yadin negotiated their
purchase and brought the scrolls back to Jerusalem, where they remain to this day.

In 2017, researchers from the University of Haifa restored and deciphered one of the last
untranslated scrolls. The university’s Eshbal Ratson and Jonathan Ben-Dov spent one
year reassembling the 60 fragments that make up the scroll. Deciphered from a band
of coded text on parchment, the find provides insight into the community of people who
wrote it and the 364-day calendar they would have used. The scroll names celebrations
that indicate shifts in seasons and details two yearly religious events known from
another Dead Sea Scroll. Only one more known scroll remains untranslated.



Reading

Questions 1–5

Complete the notes below.

Choose ONE WORD ONLY from the passage for each answer.

Write your answers in boxes 1–5 on your answer sheet.

The Dead Sea Scrolls
Discovery

Qumran, 1946/7

• three Bedouin shepherds in their teens were near an opening on side of cliff

• heard a noise of breaking when one teenager threw a 1

• teenagers went into the 2 and found a number of containers
made of 3

The scrolls

• date from between 150 BCE and 70 CE

• thought to have been written by group of people known as the
4

• written mainly in the 5 language

• most are on religious topics, written using ink on parchment or papyrus

39
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Questions 6–13

Do the following statements agree with the information given in Reading Passage 1?

In boxes 6–13 on your answer sheet, write

TRUE if the statement agrees with the information
FALSE if the statement contradicts the information
NOT GIVEN if there is no information on this

6 The Bedouin teenagers who found the scrolls were disappointed by how little
money they received for them.

7 There is agreement among academics about the origin of the Dead Sea Scrolls.

8 Most of the books of the Bible written on the scrolls are incomplete.

9 The information on the Copper Scroll is written in an unusual way.

10 Mar Samuel was given some of the scrolls as a gift.

11 In the early 1950s, a number of educational establishments in the US were keen to
buy scrolls from Mar Samuel.

12 The scroll that was pieced together in 2017 contains information about annual
occasions in the Qumran area 2,000 years ago.

13 Academics at the University of Haifa are currently researching how to decipher the
final scroll.

40 p. 122



Reading

41

READING PASSAGE 2

You should spend about 20 minutes on Questions 14–26, which are based on Reading
Passage 2 below.

A secondattempt at domesticatingthetomato
A It took at least 3,000 years for humans to learn how to domesticate the wild tomato

and cultivate it for food. Now two separate teams in Brazil and China have done it all
over again in less than three years. And they have done it better in some ways, as
the re-domesticated tomatoes are more nutritious than the ones we eat at present.

This approach relies on the revolutionary CRISPR genome editing technique, in
which changes are deliberately made to the DNA of a living cell, allowing genetic
material to be added, removed or altered. The technique could not only improve
existing crops, but could also be used to turn thousands of wild plants into useful
and appealing foods. In fact, a third team in the US has already begun to do this
with a relative of the tomato called the groundcherry.

This fast-track domestication could help make the world’s food supply healthier and
far more resistant to diseases, such as the rust fungus devastating wheat crops.

‘This could transform what we eat,’ says Jorg Kudla at the University of Munster in
Germany, a member of the Brazilian team. ‘There are 50,000 edible plants in the
world, but 90 percent of our energy comes from just 15 crops.’

‘We can now mimic the known domestication course of major crops like rice, maize,
sorghum or others,’ says Caixia Gao of the Chinese Academy of Sciences in Beĳing.
‘Then we might try to domesticate plants that have never been domesticated.’

B Wild tomatoes, which are native to the Andes region in South America, produce
pea-sized fruits. Over many generations, peoples such as the Aztecs and Incas
transformed the plant by selecting and breeding plants with mutations* in their
genetic structure, which resulted in desirable traits such as larger fruit.

But every time a single plant with a mutation is taken from a larger population for
breeding, much genetic diversity is lost. And sometimes the desirable mutations
come with less desirable traits. For instance, the tomato strains grown for
supermarkets have lost much of their flavour.

By comparing the genomes of modern plants to those of their wild relatives,
biologists have been working out what genetic changes occurred as plants were
domesticated. The teams in Brazil and China have now used this knowledge to
reintroduce these changes from scratch while maintaining or even enhancing the
desirable traits of wild strains.

* mutations: changes in an organism’s genetic structure that can be passed down to later generations
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C Kudla’s team made six changes altogether. For instance, they tripled the size
of fruit by editing a gene called FRUIT WEIGHT, and increased the number of
tomatoes per truss by editing another called MULTIFLORA.

While the historical domestication of tomatoes reduced levels of the red pigment
lycopene – thought to have potential health benefits – the team in Brazil managed
to boost it instead. The wild tomato has twice as much lycopene as cultivated ones;
the newly domesticated one has five times as much.

‘They are quite tasty,’ says Kudla. ‘A little bit strong. And very aromatic.’

The team in China re-domesticated several strains of wild tomatoes with desirable
traits lost in domesticated tomatoes. In this way they managed to create a strain
resistant to a common disease called bacterial spot race, which can devastate
yields. They also created another strain that is more salt tolerant – and has higher
levels of vitamin C.

D Meanwhile, Joyce Van Eck at the Boyce Thompson Institute in New York state
decided to use the same approach to domesticate the groundcherry or goldenberry
(Physalis pruinosa) for the first time. This fruit looks similar to the closely related
Cape gooseberry (Physalis peruviana).

Groundcherries are already sold to a limited extent in the US but they are hard to
produce because the plant has a sprawling growth habit and the small fruits fall
off the branches when ripe. Van Eck’s team has edited the plants to increase fruit
size, make their growth more compact and to stop fruits dropping. ‘There’s potential
for this to be a commercial crop,’ says Van Eck. But she adds that taking the
work further would be expensive because of the need to pay for a licence for the
CRISPR technology and get regulatory approval.

E This approach could boost the use of many obscure plants, says Jonathan Jones
of the Sainsbury Lab in the UK. But it will be hard for new foods to grow so popular
with farmers and consumers that they become new staple crops, he thinks.

The three teams already have their eye on other plants that could be ‘catapulted
into the mainstream’, including foxtail, oat-grass and cowpea. By choosing wild
plants that are drought or heat tolerant, says Gao, we could create crops that will
thrive even as the planet warms.

But Kudla didn’t want to reveal which species were in his team’s sights, because
CRISPR has made the process so easy. ‘Any one with the right skills could go to
their lab and do this.’
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Questions 14–18

Reading Passage 2 has five sections, A–E.

Which section contains the following information?

Write the correct letter, A–E, in boxes 14–18 on your answer sheet.

NB You may use any letter more than once.

14 a reference to a type of tomato that can resist a dangerous infection

15 an explanation of how problems can arise from focusing only on a certain type of
tomato plant.

16 a number of examples of plants that are not cultivated at present but could be
useful as food sources

17 a comparison between the early domestication of the tomato and more recent research

18 a personal reaction to the flavour of a tomato that has been genetically edited

Questions 19–23

Look at the following statements (Questions 19–23) and the list of researchers below.

Match each statement with the correct researcher, A–D.

Write the correct letter, A–D, in boxes 19–23 on your answer sheet.

NB You may use any letter more than once.

19 Domestication of certain plants could allow them to adapt to future environmental
challenges.

20 The idea of growing and eating unusual plants may not be accepted on a large scale.

21 It is not advisable for the future direction of certain research to be made public.

22 Present efforts to domesticate one wild fruit are limited by the costs involved.

23 Humans only make use of a small proportion of the plant food available on Earth.

List of Researchers

A Jorg Kudla
B Caixia Gao
C Joyce Van Eck
D Jonathan Jones
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Questions 24–26

Complete the sentences below.

Choose ONE WORD ONLY from the passage for each answer.

Write your answers in boxes 24–26 on your answer sheet.

24 An undesirable trait such as loss of may be caused by a mutation
in a tomato gene.

25 By modifying one gene in a tomato plant, researchers made the tomato three times
its original .

26 A type of tomato which was not badly affected by , and was rich
in vitamin C, was produced by a team of researchers in China.

44 p. 122
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READING PASSAGE 3

You should spend about 20 minutes on Questions 27–40, which are based on Reading
Passage 3 below.

Insight or evolution?
Twoscientistsconsider theorigins ofdiscoveries andother innovative behavior

Scientific discovery is popularlybelieved to result fromthesheergeniusofsuch intellectual
starsasnaturalistCharlesDarwin andtheoretical physicistAlbert Einstein. Our view of such
uniquecontributions toscience oftendisregardstheperson̓sprior experienceandtheefforts of
their lesser-knownpredecessors.Conventional wisdomalso placesgreatweight on insight in
promotingbreakthroughscientific achievements,as if ideasspontaneouslypopintosomeone̓s
head– fully formedandfunctional.

Theremaybesomelimited truthtothisview. However,we believe that it largely misrepresents
thereal natureof scientific discovery, aswell as thatof creativity andinnovation inmanyother
realms of humanendeavor.

Setting asidesuchgreatsasDarwin andEinstein – whosemonumentalcontributionsareduly
celebrated– wesuggestthat innovation is moreaprocessof trial anderror, where twosteps
forward maysometimescomewith onestepback, aswell asoneormorestepstotheright or
left. This evolutionary view of humaninnovationunderminesthenotionof creative geniusand
recognizesthecumulative natureof scientific progress.

Consideroneunheraldedscientist: John Nicholson, amathematicalphysicist working in the
1910swhopostulatedtheexistenceof p̒roto-elements̓ in outerspace.By combiningdifferent
numbersof weights of theseproto-elements̓atoms,Nicholson could recover theweights of all
theelements in thethen-knownperiodic table.These successesareall themorenoteworthygiven
thefact thatNicholson waswrong aboutthepresenceof proto-elements:they donotactually
exist.Yet, amidhisoften fanciful theoriesandwild speculations,Nicholson alsoproposedanovel
theory aboutthestructureofatoms.Niels Bohr, theNobel prize-winningfatherof modernatomic
theory, jumpedoff fromthis interesting idea toconceive his now-famousmodelof theatom.

What arewetomakeof this story? Onemightsimply conclude thatscience is a collective and
cumulative enterprise.That maybetrue,buttheremaybeadeeperinsight tobegleaned.We
proposethatscience is constantlyevolving, muchasspeciesofanimalsdo. In biological systems,
organismsmaydisplay newcharacteristics thatresult fromrandomgeneticmutations. In thesame
way, random,arbitrary oraccidental mutationsof ideasmayhelppavethewayfor advances in
science. If mutationsprovebeneficial, thentheanimalor thescientific theorywill continueto
thrive andperhapsreproduce.
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Support for thisevolutionary view of behavioral innovationcomesfrommanydomains.Consider
oneexampleofan influential innovation in US horseracing.Theso-called a̒cey-deucy̓ stirrup
placement, inwhich therider̓ s foot in his left stirrup is placedasmuchas25centimeters lower
thantheright, is believed toconfer importantspeedadvantageswhenturningonoval tracks. It
wasdevelopedbyarelatively unknownjockey namedJackie Westrope.HadWestropeconducted
methodical investigations orexaminedextensive film records in ashrewdplantooutrunhis
rivals? Hadhe foreseenthespeedadvantagethatwouldbeconferredby riding acey-deucy?No.
He suffereda leg injury, which left himunableto fully bendhis left knee.His modification just
happenedtocoincide with enhancedleft-handturning performance.This led totherapid and
widespreadadoptionof riding acey-deucybymanyriders, a racing style which continues in
today̓sthoroughbredracing.

Plenty of otherstoriesshowthatfreshadvancescanarise fromerror, misadventure,andalso
pureserendipity – ahappyaccident. For example, in theearly 1970s,twoemployeesof the
company3M eachhadaproblem:SpencerSilver hadaproduct– agluewhichwasonly slightly
sticky – andnousefor it, while his colleagueArt Fry wastrying to figureouthowtoaffix
temporary bookmarksin his hymnbookwithout damagingits pages.The solution toboththese
problemswasthe inventionof thebrilliantly simpleyet phenomenallysuccessfulPost-Itnote.
Such examplesgive lie totheclaim that ingenious,designingmindsareresponsible for human
creativity andinvention. Farmorebanalandmechanical forcesmaybeatwork; forces thatare
fundamentally connectedtothe laws of science.

The notionsof insight, creativity andgeniusareoften invoked,but theyremainvagueandof
doubtful scientific utility, especially whenoneconsiders thediverseandenduringcontributionsof
individuals suchasPlato, LeonardodaVinci, Shakespeare,Beethoven,Galileo, Newton,Kepler,
Curie, PasteurandEdison. Thesenotionsmerely label rather thanexplain theevolution of human
innovations. We needanotherapproach,andthereis apromising candidate.

TheLaw of Effect wasadvancedbypsychologistEdward Thorndike in 1898,some40years
afterCharles Darwin publishedhisgroundbreakingworkonbiological evolution,On theOrigin
ofSpecies. This simple law holdsthatorganismstendtorepeatsuccessfulbehaviors andto
refrain fromperformingunsuccessfulones.Just like Darwin s̓ Law ofNatural Selection, theLaw
ofEffect involves anentirely mechanicalprocessof variation andselection,withoutanyend
objective in sight.

Of course, theorigin of humaninnovation demandsmuchfurther study. In particular, the
provenanceof the rawmaterial onwhich theLaw ofEffect operatesis notasclearly knownas
thatof thegeneticmutationsonwhich theLaw of Natural Selection operates.Thegenerationof
novel ideasandbehaviorsmaynotbeentirely random,butconstrainedby prior successesand
failures – of thecurrentindividual (suchasBohr) or of predecessors(suchasNicholson).

The timeseemsright for abandoningthenaive notionsof intelligent designandgenius,andfor
scientifically exploringthetrueoriginsof creative behavior.
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Questions 27–31

Choose the correct letter, A, B, C or D.

Write the correct letter in boxes 27–31 on your answer sheet.

27 The purpose of the first paragraph is to

A defend particular ideas.
B compare certain beliefs.
C disprove a widely held view.
D outline a common assumption.

28 What are the writers doing in the second paragraph?

A criticising an opinion
B justifying a standpoint
C explaining an approach
D supporting an argument

29 In the third paragraph, what do the writers suggest about Darwin and Einstein?

A They represent an exception to a general rule.
B Their way of working has been misunderstood.
C They are an ideal which others should aspire to.
D Their achievements deserve greater recognition.

30 John Nicholson is an example of a person whose idea

A established his reputation as an influential scientist.
B was only fully understood at a later point in history.
C laid the foundations for someone else’s breakthrough.
D initially met with scepticism from the scientific community.

31 What is the key point of interest about the ‘acey-deucy’ stirrup placement?

A the simple reason why it was invented
B the enthusiasm with which it was adopted
C the research that went into its development
D the cleverness of the person who first used it
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Questions 32–36

Do the following statements agree with the claims of the writer in Reading Passage 3?

In boxes 32–36 on your answer sheet, write

YES if the statement agrees with the claims of the writer
NO if the statement contradicts the claims of the writer
NOT GIVEN if it is impossible to say what the writer thinks about this

32 Acknowledging people such as Plato or da Vinci as geniuses will help us
understand the process by which great minds create new ideas.

33 The Law of Effect was discovered at a time when psychologists were seeking a
scientific reason why creativity occurs.

34 The Law of Effect states that no planning is involved in the behaviour of organisms.

35 The Law of Effect sets out clear explanations about the sources of new ideas and
behaviours.

36 Many scientists are now turning away from the notion of intelligent design
and genius.
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Questions 37–40

Complete the summary using the list of words, A–G, below.

Write the correct letter, A–G, in boxes 37–40 on your answer sheet.

The origins of creative behaviour
The traditional view of scientific discovery is that breakthroughs happen when a
single great mind has sudden 37 . Although this can occur, it is
not often the case. Advances are more likely to be the result of a longer process.
In some cases, this process involves 38 , such as Nicholson’s
theory about proto-elements. In others, simple necessity may provoke innovation,
as with Westrope’s decision to modify the position of his riding stirrups. There is also
often an element of 39 , for example, the coincidence of ideas that
led to the invention of the Post-It note. With both the Law of Natural Selection and
the Law of Effect, there may be no clear 40 involved, but merely a
process of variation and selection.

A invention B goals C compromise
D mistakes E luck F inspiration
G experiments
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WRITING TASK 1

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

The table and charts below give information on the police budget for 2017 and
2018 in one area of Britain. The table shows where the money came from and
the charts show how it was distributed.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and
make comparisons where relevant.

Write at least 150 words.

Police Budget 2017–2018 (in £m)

50 p. 130
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WRITING TASK 2

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.

Write about the following topic:

Some children spend hours every day on their smartphones.

Why is this the case? Do you think this is a positive or a negative
development?

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own
knowledge or experience.

Write at least 250 words.

p. 131 51
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SPEAKING

PART 1

The examiner asks you about yourself, your home, work or studies and other familiar
topics.

EXAMPLE

Reading

• Did you have a favourite book when you were a child? [Why/Why not?]
• How much reading do you do for your work/studies? [Why/Why not?]
• What kinds of books do you read for pleasure? [Why/Why not?]
• Do you prefer to read a newspaper or a magazine online, or to buy a copy? [Why?]

PART 2

Describe a big city you would like to visit.
You should say:

which big city you would like to visit
how you would travel there
what you would do there

and explain why you would like to visit this big city.

You will have to talk
about the topic for one
to two minutes. You
have one minute to
think about what you
are going to say. You
can make some notes
to help you if you wish.

PART 3
Discussion topics:
Visiting cities on holiday

Example questions:
What are the most interesting things to do while visiting cities on holiday?
Why can it be expensive to visit cities on holiday?
Do you think it is better to visit cities alone or in a group with friends?

The growth of cities

Example questions:
Why have cities increased in size in recent years?
What are the challenges created by ever-growing cities?
In what ways do you think cities of the future will be different to cities today?

Test 2



Test 3
LISTENING

PART 1 Questions 1–10

Complete the notes below.

Write ONE WORD AND/OR A NUMBER for each answer.

Advice on surfing holidays
Jack’s advice
• Recommends surfing for 1 holidays in the summer
• Need to be quite 2

Irish surfing locations
• County Clare

– Lahinch has some good quality 3 and surf schools
– There are famous cliffs nearby

• County Mayo
– Good surf school at 4 beach
– Surf camp lasts for one 5
– Can also explore the local 6 by kayak

Weather
• Best month to go: 7
• Average temperature in summer: approx. 8 degrees

Costs
• Equipment

– Wetsuit and surfboard: 9 euros per day
– Also advisable to hire 10 for warmth

Listening test audio
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PART 2 Questions 11–20

Questions 11 and 12

Choose TWO letters, A–E.

Which TWO facts are given about the school’s extended hours childcare service?

A It started recently.
B More children attend after school than before school.
C An average of 50 children attend in the mornings.
D A child cannot attend both the before and after school sessions.
E The maximum number of children who can attend is 70.

Questions 13–15

Choose the correct letter, A, B or C.

13 How much does childcare cost for a complete afternoon session per child?

A £3.50
B £5.70
C £7.20

14 What does the manager say about food?

A Children with allergies should bring their own food.
B Children may bring healthy snacks with them.
C Children are given a proper meal at 5 p.m.

15 What is different about arrangements in the school holidays?

A Children from other schools can attend.
B Older children can attend.
C A greater number of children can attend.

Listening test audio
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Questions 16–20

What information is given about each of the following activities on offer?

Choose FIVE answers from the box and write the correct letter, A–G, next to
Questions 16–20.

Information

A has limited availability

B is no longer available

C is for over 8s only

D requires help from parents

E involves an additional fee

F is a new activity

G was requested by children

Activities

16 Spanish

17 Music

18 Painting

19 Yoga

20 Cooking
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PART 3 Questions 21–30

Questions 21–24

Choose the correct letter, A, B or C.

Holly’s Work Placement Tutorial
21 Holly has chosen the Orion Stadium placement because

A it involves children.
B it is outdoors.
C it sounds like fun.

22 Which aspect of safety does Dr Green emphasise most?

A ensuring children stay in the stadium
B checking the equipment children will use
C removing obstacles in changing rooms

23 What does Dr Green say about the spectators?

A They can be hard to manage.
B They make useful volunteers.
C They shouldn’t take photographs.

24 What has affected the schedule in the past?

A bad weather
B an injury
C extra time

Listening test audio



Listening

Questions 25–30

What do Holly and her tutor agree is an important aspect of each of the following events
management skills?

Choose SIX answers from the box and write the correct letter, A–H, next to
Questions 25–30.

Important aspects

A being flexible

B focusing on details

C having a smart appearance

D hiding your emotions

E relying on experts

F trusting your own views

G doing one thing at a time

H thinking of the future

Events management skills

25 Communication

26 Organisation

27 Time management

28 Creativity

29 Leadership

30 Networking
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PART 4 Questions 31–40

Complete the notes below.

Write ONE WORD ONLY for each answer.

Bird Migration Theory
Most birds are believed to migrate seasonally.

Hibernation theory
• It was believed that birds hibernated underwater or buried themselves

in 31 .

• This theory was later disproved by experiments on caged birds.

Transmutation theory
• Aristotle believed birds changed from one species into another in summer

and winter.

– In autumn he observed that redstarts experience the loss of
32 and thought they then turned into robins.

– Aristotle’s assumptions were logical because the two species of birds had a
similar 33 .

17th century
• Charles Morton popularised the idea that birds fly to the 34

in winter.

Scientific developments
• In 1822, a stork was killed in Germany which had an African spear in

its 35 .

– previously there had been no 36 that storks migrate to Africa

• Little was known about the 37 and journeys of migrating birds
until the practice of ringing was established.

– It was thought large birds carried small birds on some journeys because they
were considered incapable of travelling across huge 38 .

– Ringing depended on what is called the 39 ‘ ’ of dead birds.

• In 1931, the first 40 to show the migration of European birds
was printed.

Listening test audio
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READING

READING PASSAGE 1

You should spend about 20 minutes on Questions 1–13, which are based on Reading
Passage 1 below.

The thylacine
Theextinct thylacine, alsoknownastheTasmaniantiger,wasamarsupial* thatboreasuperficial
resemblancetoadog. Its mostdistinguishing featurewasthe13–19darkbrownstripes over its
back, beginningattherear of thebodyandextendingontothetail. The thylacine̓s averagenose-
to-tail lengthfor adultmaleswas162.6cm,comparedto153.7cmfor females.

The thylacine appearedtooccupymosttypesof terrain exceptdenserainforest, with open
eucalyptusforest thoughttobe itsprimehabitat. In termsof feeding, it wasexclusively
carnivorous, andits stomachwasmuscularwith anability todistendsothatit couldeat large
amountsof foodatonetime, probably anadaptationto compensatefor long periodswhen
huntingwasunsuccessfulandfoodscarce.The thylacine wasnotafast runnerandprobably
caughtits prey byexhaustingit duringa long pursuit.During long-distancechases, thylacines
were likely tohaverelied moreonscentthananyothersense.They emergedtohuntduringthe
evening, nightandearly morningandtendedtoretreat tothehills andforest for shelter duringthe
day.Despite thecommonname t̒iger̓ , thethylacine hadashy,nervoustemperament.Although
mainly nocturnal, it wassightedmovingduringthedayandsomeindividuals wereevenrecorded
basking in thesun.

The thylacine hadanextendedbreedingseasonfromwinter tospring,with indications that
somebreedingtookplacethroughouttheyear.Thethylacine, like all marsupials,wastiny and
hairless whenborn.Newborns crawled into thepouchonthebelly of their mother,andattached
themselvesto oneof thefour teats,remaining therefor uptothreemonths.When old enoughto
leave thepouch, theyoungstayedin a lair suchasadeeprocky cave, well-hiddennestorhollow
log, whilst themotherhunted.

Approximately 4,000years ago, thethylacine waswidespreadthroughoutNew Guinea andmost
ofmainlandAustralia, aswell as theisland ofTasmania.Themostrecent,well-datedoccurrence
ofa thylacine on themainlandis acarbon-datedfossil fromMurray Cave inWesternAustralia,
which is around3,100yearsold. Its extinctioncoincidedclosely with thearrival ofwild dogs
called dingoesinAustralia andasimilar predatorin New Guinea. Dingoesnever reached
Tasmania,andmostscientists seethisas themainreasonfor thethylacine̓s survival there.

*marsupial: a mammal, such as a kangaroo, whose young are born incompletely developed and are typically carried and suckled in a
pouch on the mother’s belly
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The dramaticdecline of thethylacine inTasmania,which beganin the1830sandcontinuedfor
acentury, is generally attributedtotherelentless efforts of sheepfarmersandbountyhunters**
with shotguns.While thisdeterminedcampaignundoubtedlyplayeda largepart, it is likely that
various other factorsalso contributedto thedecline andeventualextinction of thespecies.These
include competitionwith wild dogsintroducedbyEuropeansettlers, lossof habitatalongwith
thedisappearanceof prey species, andadistemper-likediseasewhich mayalso haveaffected
thethylacine.

Therewasonly onesuccessful attempttobreeda thylacine in captivity, atMelbourne Zoo in
1899.This wasdespitethe large numbersthatwentthroughsomezoos,particularly London Zoo
andTasmania̓sHobart Zoo. The famousnaturalist John Gould foresawthethylacine̓s demise
whenhepublishedhisMammalsofAustralia between1848and1863,writing, T̒he numbersof
this singularanimalwill speedilydiminish,exterminationwill haveits full sway,andit will then,
like thewolf of England andScotland, berecordedasananimal of thepast.̓

However, thereseemstohavebeenlittle public pressuretopreserve thethylacine, norwasmuch
concernexpressedbyscientists at thedecline of this species in thedecadesthat followed. A
notableexceptionwasT.T. Flynn, Professorof Biology at theUniversity ofTasmania.In 1914,
hewassufficiently concernedaboutthescarcity of thethylacine tosuggestthatsomeshouldbe
capturedandplacedonasmall island. But it wasnotuntil 1929,with thespeciesonthevery edge
of extinction, thatTasmania̓ sAnimals andBirds Protection Board passedamotionprotecting
thylacines only for themonthof December,which wasthoughttobetheir primebreedingseason.
The last knownwild thylacine tobekilled wasshotbyafarmer in thenorth-eastofTasmania
in 1930,leaving justcaptive specimens.Official protectionof thespeciesbytheTasmanian
governmentwas introduced in July 1936,59daysbefore thelast knownindividual died in Hobart
Zoo on7thSeptember, 1936.

There havebeennumerousexpeditions andsearchesfor thethylacine over theyears, noneof
which hasproduceddefinitive evidence that thylacines still exist.Thespecieswasdeclaredextinct
by theTasmaniangovernmentin 1986.

** bounty hunters: people who are paid a reward for killing a wild animal
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Questions 1–5

Complete the notes below.

Choose ONE WORD ONLY from the passage for each answer.

Write your answers in boxes 1–5 on your answer sheet.

The thylacine
Appearance and behaviour

• looked rather like a dog

• had a series of stripes along its body and tail

• ate an entirely 1 diet

• probably depended mainly on 2 when hunting

• young spent first months of life inside its mother’s 3

Decline and extinction

• last evidence in mainland Australia is a 3,100-year-old 4

• probably went extinct in mainland Australia due to animals known as dingoes

• reduction in 5 and available sources of food were partly
responsible for decline in Tasmania
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Questions 6–13

Do the following statements agree with the information given in Reading Passage 1?

In boxes 6–13 on your answer sheet, write

TRUE if the statement agrees with the information
FALSE if the statement contradicts the information
NOT GIVEN if there is no information on this

6 Significant numbers of thylacines were killed by humans from the 1830s onwards.

7 Several thylacines were born in zoos during the late 1800s.

8 John Gould’s prediction about the thylacine surprised some biologists.

9 In the early 1900s, many scientists became worried about the possible extinction of
the thylacine.

10 T. T. Flynn’s proposal to rehome captive thylacines on an island proved to be
impractical.

11 There were still reasonable numbers of thylacines in existence when a piece of
legislation protecting the species during their breeding season was passed.

12 From 1930 to 1936, the only known living thylacines were all in captivity.

13 Attempts to find living thylacines are now rarely made.

62 p. 124



Reading

63

READING PASSAGE 2

You should spend about 20 minutes on Questions 14–26, which are based on Reading
Passage 2 below.

Palmoil
A Palmoil is anedibleoil derivedfromthefruit of theAfrican oil palmtree,andis currently

themostconsumedvegetableoil in theworld. It̓ s almostcertainly in thesoapwewashwith
in themorning, thesandwich wehavefor lunch, andthebiscuits wesnackonduringthe
day.Why is palmoil soattractive for manufacturers?Primarily becauseitsuniqueproperties
– suchasremainingsolid at roomtemperature– makeit an ideal ingredient for long-term
preservation, allowing manypackagedfoodsonsupermarketshelves tohave b̒est before̓
datesofmonths,evenyears, into thefuture.

B Many farmershaveseizedtheopportunity tomaximisetheplantingof oil palmtrees.
Between 1990and2012,theglobal landareadevotedtogrowing oil palmtreesgrewfrom
6to17million hectares,nowaccountingfor aroundtenpercentof total cropland in the
entireworld. Fromameretwomillion tonnesof palmoil beingproducedannually globally
50yearsago, therearenowaround60million tonnesproducedevery single year, a figure
looking likely todoubleoreventriple by themiddleof thecentury.

C However, therearemultiple reasonswhy conservationistscite therapidspreadof oil palm
plantationsasamajor concern.There arecountlessnewsstoriesof deforestation, habitat
destructionanddwindling speciespopulations,all asadirect resultof landclearing to
establishoil palmtreemonocultureonan industrial scale, particularly inMalaysia and
Indonesia. Endangeredspecies– mostfamously theSumatranorangutan,butalsorhinos,
elephants, tigers, andnumerousother fauna – havesuffered from theunstoppablespreadof
oil palmplantations.

D P̒alm oil is surelyoneof thegreatestthreatstoglobalbiodiversity,̓ declaresDr Farnon
Ellwood of theUniversity of theWest of England,Bristol. ʻPalm oil is replacingrainforest,
andrainforest is whereall thespeciesare.That̓saproblem.̓ This hasled tosomeradical
questionsamongenvironmentalists, suchaswhetherconsumersshouldtry toboycott palm
oil entirely.

Meanwhile Bhavani Shankar,Professor atLondon s̓School ofOriental andAfrican Studies,
argues, I̒t̓ s easytosay thatpalmoil is theenemyandweshouldbeagainstit. It makesfor
amoredramaticstory,andit̓ svery intuitive. But giventhecomplexity of theargument,I
think amuchmorenuancedstory is closer tothetruth.̓
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E Oneresponsetotheboycottmovementhasbeentheargumentfor thevital role palm
oil plays in lifting manymillions ofpeoplein thedevelopingworldoutofpoverty.Is it
desirable tohavepalmoil boycotted,replaced,eliminated fromtheglobal supplychain,
given howmanylow-incomepeople in developing countries dependonit for their
livelihoods? How bestto strike autilitarian balancebetweenthesecompetingfactorshas
becomeaserious boneof contention.

F Even thedeforestationargumentisn t̓ asstraightforwardas it seems.Oil palmplantations
produceat least four andpotentially uptotentimesmoreoil perhectarethansoybean,
rapeseed,sunflowerorothercompetingoils. That immenselyhighyield – which is
predominantlywhatmakesit soprofitable – is potentially alsoanecological benefit. If ten
timesmorepalmoil canbeproducedfromapatchof land thananycompetingoil, thenten
timesmore landwould needtobecleared in order toproducethesamevolumeof oil from
thatcompetitor.

As for thequestionof carbonemissions, the issuereally dependsonwhatoil palmtreesare
replacing. Cropsvary in thedegreetowhich theysequestercarbon– in otherwords, the
amountof carbonthey capturefrom theatmosphereandstorewithin theplant. Themore
carbonaplantsequesters,themoreit reducestheeffect of climate change.As Shankar
explains: [̒Palm oil production] actually sequestersmorecarbonin somewaysthanother
alternatives. […] Of course,if you r̓e cuttingdownvirgin forestit̓ s terrible – that̓ swhat̓ s
happeningin IndonesiaandMalaysia, it̓ sbeenallowedtogetoutof hand.But if it̓ s
replacing rice, for example,it mightactually sequestermorecarbon.̓

G The industry is nowregulatedbyagroupcalled theRoundtableonSustainablePalm Oil
(RSPO), consistingofpalmgrowers,retailers, productmanufacturers,andotherinterested
parties. Over thepastdecadeorso, anagreementhasgradually beenreachedregarding
standardsthatproducersof palmoil havetomeet in order for their product toberegarded
asofficially s̒ustainable .̓ TheRSPO insistsuponnovirgin forestclearing, transparencyand
regular assessmentof carbonstocks, amongothercriteria. Only oncetheserequirementsare
fully satisfiedis theoil allowedtobesoldascertified sustainablepalmoil (CSPO). Recent
figuresshowthattheRSPO nowcertifies around12million tonnesofpalmoil annually,
equivalent toroughly 21percentof theworld s̓ total palmoil production.

H There is evenhopethatoil palmplantationsmightnotneedtobesuchsterile monocultures,
or ʻgreen deserts̓ , asEllwood describesthem.New researchatEllwood s̓ labhints atone
plantwhich mightmakeall thedifference.The bird s̓nestfern (Aspleniumnidus) growson
trees in anepiphytic fashion (meaning it̓ s dependentonthetreeonly for support,notfor
nutrients), andis native tomanytropical regions,whereasakeystonespecies it performsa
vital ecological role. Ellwood believes thatreintroducingthebird s̓nestfern intooil palm
plantationscouldpotentially allow theseareasto recover theirbiodiversity, providinga
homefor all mannerof species, from fungi andbacteria, to invertebratessuchas insects,
amphibians, reptiles andevenmammals.
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Questions 14–20

Reading Passage 2 has eight sections, A–H.

Which section contains the following information?

Write the correct letter, A–H, in boxes 14–20 on your answer sheet.

14 examples of a range of potential environmental advantages of oil palm tree
cultivation

15 description of an organisation which controls the environmental impact of palm oil
production

16 examples of the widespread global use of palm oil

17 reference to a particular species which could benefit the ecosystem of oil palm
plantations

18 figures illustrating the rapid expansion of the palm oil industry

19 an economic justification for not opposing the palm oil industry

20 examples of creatures badly affected by the establishment of oil palm plantations

Questions 21 and 22

Choose TWO letters, A–E.

Write the correct letters in boxes 21 and 22 on your answer sheet.

Which TWO statements are made about the Roundtable on Sustainable Palm
Oil (RSPO)?

A Its membership has grown steadily over the course of the last decade.
B It demands that certified producers be open and honest about their practices.
C It took several years to establish its set of criteria for sustainable palm oil

certification.
D Its regulations regarding sustainability are stricter than those governing other

industries.
E It was formed at the request of environmentalists concerned about the loss of

virgin forests.
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Questions 23–26

Complete the sentences below.

Choose NO MORE THAN TWO WORDS from the passage for each answer.

Write your answers in boxes 23–26 on your answer sheet.

23 One advantage of palm oil for manufacturers is that it stays even
when not refrigerated.

24 The is the best known of the animals suffering habitat loss as a
result of the spread of oil palm plantations.

25 As one of its criteria for the certification of sustainable palm oil, the RSPO insists
that growers check on a routine basis.

26 Ellwood and his researchers are looking into whether the bird’s nest fern could
restore in areas where oil palm trees are grown.
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READING PASSAGE 3

You should spend about 20 minutes on Questions 27–40, which are based on Reading
Passage 3 below.

Building theSkyline: TheBirth andGrowthofManhattanʼs
Skyscrapers

Katharine L. Shester reviewsa bookby Jason Barr aboutthedevelopmentof
NewYorkCity

In Building theSkyline, JasonBarr takesthereaderthroughadetailedhistoryof NewYork
City. The bookcombinesgeology,history, economics,anda lot of datatoexplainwhy business
clusters developedwherethey did andhowtheearly decisions of workersandfirms shaped
theskyline weseetoday.Building theSkyline is organizedinto twodistinct parts.The first is
primarily historical andaddressesNewYork̓s settlementandgrowthfrom1609to1900;the
seconddealsprimarily with the20thcentury andis acompilation of chapterscommenting
ondifferent aspectsofNewYork̓s urbandevelopment.The toneandorganization of thebook
changessomewhatbetweenthefirst andsecondparts, asthelatter chaptersincorporate aspectsof
Barr̓ s relatedresearchpapers.

Barr beginschapteronebytaking thereaderona ʻhelicopter time-machine̓ ride – giving a
fascinating accountof howtheNewYork landscapein 1609mighthave lookedfrom thesky.He
thenmovesontoasubterraneanwalking tourof thecity, indicating the location of rock andwater
belowthesubsoil, beforetakingthereaderbacktothesurface.His love of thecity comesthrough
ashedescribesvarious funfacts aboutthelocation of theNewYork residenceof early 19th-century
vice-presidentAaron Burr aswell asanumberof legendsaboutthecity.

Chapters twoandthreetakethereaderuptotheCivil War (1861–1865),with chapter two
focusing ontheearly developmentof land andtheimplementationof agrid systemin 1811.
Chapter threefocusesonlandusebefore theCivil War. Both chaptersare informative andwell
researchedandsetthestagefor theeconomic analysis that comeslater in thebook. I would
have liked Barr toexpanduponhis claim thatexisting tenements*preventedskyscrapers in
certain neighborhoodsbecause l̒ikely noskyscraperdeveloperwas interested inperforming the
necessary “slum clearance”̓ . Later in thebook,Barr makestheclaim thatthedepthofbedrock**
wasnota limiting factor for developers,asfoundationcostswereasmall fraction of thecostof
development.At first glance, it is notobviouswhyslumclearancewouldbelimiting, while more
expensivefoundationswould not.

* a tenement: a multi-occupancy building of any sort, but particularly a run-down apartment building or slum building
** bedrock: the solid, hard rock in the ground that lies under a loose layer of soil
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Chapter four focusesonimmigration andthelocation of neighborhoodsandtenementsin the
late19thcentury.Barr identifies fourprimary immigrantenclavesandanalyzes their locations
in termsof theamenitiesavailable in thearea.Most of theseenclaveswere locatedonthe least
valuable land,betweentheindustries located onthewaterfront andthewealthy neighborhoods
borderingCentral Park.

Part twoof thebookbeginswith adiscussionof theeconomicsof skyscraperheight. In chapter
five, Barr distinguishesbetweenengineeringheight,economicheight,anddeveloperheight—
whereengineeringheight is thetallest building thatcanbesafely madeatagiven time, economic
height is theheight thatis mostefficient fromsociety̓ s pointof view, anddeveloperheight is the
actual heightchosenby thedeveloper,whois attemptingtomaximizereturnoninvestment.

Chapter five alsohasan interestingdiscussionof the technological advancesthat led to the
constructionof skyscrapers.For example,the introductionof iron andsteelskeletal framesmade
thick, load-bearingwalls unnecessary,expandingtheusablesquarefootageof buildings and
increasing theuseof windowsandavailability of natural light. Chaptersix thenpresentsdataon
building height throughoutthe20thcentury andusesregressionanalysis to ʻpredict̓ building
construction.While less technical thantheresearchpaperonwhich thechapteris based,it is
probablymoretechnical thanwouldbepreferredby ageneralaudience.

Chapterseventackles the b̒edrockmyth̓, theassumptionthattheabsenceofbedrockclose tothe
surfacebetweenDowntownandMidtown NewYork is thereasonfor skyscrapersnotbeingbuilt
betweenthetwourbancenters.Rather, Barr arguesthatwhile deeperbedrockdoesincrease foundation
costs,thesecostswereneitherprohibitively highnorwerethey largecomparedtotheoverall cost
ofbuilding askyscraper.What I enjoyedthemostaboutthischapterwasBarr̓s discussionofhow
foundationsareactually built. Hedescribestheuseof caissons,which enableworkerstodigdown
for considerabledistances,oftenbelowthewatertable,until theyreachbedrock.Barr̓s thorough
technological history discussesnotonlyhowcaissonswork,butalsothedangersinvolved. While this
chapterreferencesempirical researchpapers,it is arelatively easyread.

Chapterseight andninefocus onthebirth of Midtown andthebuilding boomof the1920s.
Chaptereight contains lengthy discussionsof urbaneconomictheory thatmayserve asa
distraction toreadersprimarily interestedin NewYork. However, theywouldbewell-suitedfor
undergraduateslearning abouttheeconomicsofcities. In thenextchapter,Barr considerstwoof
theprimary explanationsfor thebuilding boomof the1920s— thefirst beingexuberance,and
thesecondbeingfinancing. He usesdatatoassesstheviability of thesetwoexplanationsand
finds thatsupply anddemandfactors explain muchof thedevelopmentof the1920s;thoughit
enabledtheboom,cheapcredit wasnot, heargues,theprimary cause.

In the final chapter(chapter10), Barr discussesanotherof hisempirical papersthatestimates
Manhattan land values from themid-19thcentury tothepresentday.The datawork thatwent into
theseestimations is particularly impressive.Towardtheendof thechapter,Barr assessesʻwhether
skyscrapersareacauseoraneffect of high landvalues̓ . He findsthatchangesin landvalues
predict futurebuilding height,but thereverse is not true.Thebookendswith anepilogue, in
which Barr discussesthe impactofclimate changeonthecity andmakespolicy suggestionsfor
NewYorkgoing forward.
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Questions 27–31

Choose the correct letter, A, B, C or D.

Write the correct letter in boxes 27–31 on your answer sheet.

27 What point does Shester make about Barr’s book in the first paragraph?

A It gives a highly original explanation for urban development.
B Elements of Barr’s research papers are incorporated throughout the book.
C Other books that are available on the subject have taken a different approach.
D It covers a range of factors that affected the development of New York.

28 How does Shester respond to the information in the book about tenements?

A She describes the reasons for Barr’s interest.
B She indicates a potential problem with Barr’s analysis.
C She compares Barr’s conclusion with that of other writers.
D She provides details about the sources Barr used for his research.

29 What does Shester say about chapter six of the book?

A It contains conflicting data.
B It focuses too much on possible trends.
C It is too specialised for most readers.
D It draws on research that is out of date.

30 What does Shester suggest about the chapters focusing on the 1920s building
boom?

A The information should have been organised differently.
B More facts are needed about the way construction was financed.
C The explanation that is given for the building boom is unlikely.
D Some parts will have limited appeal to certain people.

31 What impresses Shester the most about the chapter on land values?

A the broad time period that is covered
B the interesting questions that Barr asks
C the nature of the research into the topic
D the recommendations Barr makes for the future
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Questions 32–35

Do the following statements agree with the claims of the writer in Reading Passage 3?

In boxes 32–35 on your answer sheet, write

YES if the statement agrees with the claims of the writer
NO if the statement contradicts the claims of the writer
NOT GIVEN if it is impossible to say what the writer thinks about this

32 The description in the first chapter of how New York probably looked from the air in
the early 1600s lacks interest.

33 Chapters two and three prepare the reader well for material yet to come.

34 The biggest problem for many nineteenth-century New York immigrant
neighbourhoods was a lack of amenities.

35 In the nineteenth century, New York’s immigrant neighbourhoods tended to
concentrate around the harbour.
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Questions 36–40

Complete the summary using the list of phrases, A–J, below.

Write the correct letter, A–J, in boxes 36–40 on your answer sheet.

The bedrock myth
In chapter seven, Barr indicates how the lack of bedrock close to the surface does
not explain why skyscrapers are absent from 36 . He points out
that although the cost of foundations increases when bedrock is deep below the
surface, this cannot be regarded as 37 , especially when compared
to 38 .

A particularly enjoyable part of the chapter was Barr’s account of how foundations
are built. He describes not only how 39 are made possible by the
use of caissons, but he also discusses their 40 . The chapter is
well researched but relatively easy to understand.

A development plans B deep excavations C great distance
D excessive expense E impossible tasks F associated risks
G water level H specific areas I total expenditure
J construction guidelines

p. 124 71
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WRITING TASK 1

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

The chart below gives information about how families in one country spent
their weekly income in 1968 and in 2018.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and
make comparisons where relevant.

Write at least 150 words.

1968 and 2018: average weekly spending by families

0 5 10 15 20
% of weekly income

1968

25 30 35 40

Food

Housing

Fuel and power

Clothing and footware

Household goods

Personal goods

Transport

Leisure

2018
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WRITING TASK 2

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.

Write about the following topic:

Some people believe that professionals, such as doctors and engineers,
should be required to work in the country where they did their training. Others
believe they should be free to work in another country if they wish.

Discuss both these views and give your own opinion.

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own
knowledge or experience.

Write at least 250 words.

p. 135 73
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SPEAKING

PART 1

The examiner asks you about yourself, your home, work or studies and other familiar
topics.

EXAMPLE

Drinks

• What do you like to drink with your dinner? [Why?]
• Do you drink a lot of water every day? [Why/Why not?]
• Do you prefer drinking tea or coffee? [Why?]
• If people visit you in your home, what do you usually offer them to drink?

[Why/Why not?]

PART 2

Describe a monument (e.g., a statue or sculpture)
that you like.
You should say:

what this monument is
where this monument is
what it looks like

and explain why you like this monument.

You will have to talk
about the topic for one
to two minutes. You
have one minute to
think about what you
are going to say. You
can make some notes
to help you if you wish.

PART 3
Discussion topics:
Public monuments

Example questions:
What kinds of monuments do tourists in your country enjoy visiting?
Why do you think there are often statues of famous people in public places?
Do you agree that old monuments and buildings should always be preserved?

Architecture

Example questions:
Why is architecture such a popular university subject?
In what ways has the design of homes changed in recent years?
To what extent does the design of buildings affect people’s moods?

Test 3



Test 4
LISTENING

PART 1 Questions 1–10

Complete the notes below.

Write ONE WORD for each answer.

Easy Life Cleaning Services

Basic cleaning package offered
• Cleaning all surfaces

• Cleaning the 1 throughout the apartment

• Cleaning shower, sinks, toilet etc.

Additional services agreed
• Every week

− Cleaning the 2
− Ironing clothes – 3 only

• Every month
− Cleaning all the 4 from the inside
− Washing down the 5

Other possibilities
• They can organise a plumber or an 6 if necessary.

• A special cleaning service is available for customers who are allergic
to 7 .

Information on the cleaners
• Before being hired, all cleaners have a background check carried out by

the 8 .

• References are required.

• All cleaners are given 9 for two weeks.

• Customers send a 10 after each visit.

• Usually, each customer has one regular cleaner.

p. 125 p. 113 75
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PART 2 Questions 11–20

Questions 11–14

Choose the correct letter, A, B or C.

11 Many hotel managers are unaware that their staff often leave because of

A a lack of training.
B long hours.
C low pay.

12 What is the impact of high staff turnover on managers?

A an increased workload
B low morale
C an inability to meet targets

13 What mistake should managers always avoid?

A failing to treat staff equally
B reorganising shifts without warning
C neglecting to have enough staff during busy periods

14 What unexpected benefit did Dunwich Hotel notice after improving staff
retention rates?

A a fall in customer complaints
B an increase in loyalty club membership
C a rise in spending per customer

Listening test audio
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Questions 15–20

Which way of reducing staff turnover was used in each of the following hotels?

Write the correct letter, A, B or C, next to Questions 15–20.

Ways of reducing staff turnover

A improving relationships and teamwork

B offering incentives and financial benefits

C providing career opportunities

Hotels

15 The Sun Club

16 The Portland

17 Bluewater Hotels

18 Pentlow Hotels

19 Green Planet

20 The Amesbury

p. 125 p. 114 77



Test 4

78

PART 3 Questions 21–30

Questions 21–22

Choose TWO letters, A–E.

Which TWO points do Thomas and Jeanne make about Thomas’s sporting activities
at school?

A He should have felt more positive about them.
B The training was too challenging for him.
C He could have worked harder at them.
D His parents were disappointed in him.
E His fellow students admired him.

Questions 23 and 24

Choose TWO letters, A–E.

Which TWO feelings did Thomas experience when he was in Kenya?

A disbelief
B relief
C stress
D gratitude
E homesickness

Listening test audio
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Questions 25–30

What comment do the students make about the development of each of the following
items of sporting equipment?

Choose SIX answers from the box and write the correct letter, A–H, next to
Questions 25–30.

Comments about the development of the equipment

A It could cause excessive sweating.

B The material was being mass produced for another
purpose.

C People often needed to make their own.

D It often had to be replaced.

E The material was expensive.

F It was unpopular among spectators.

G It caused injuries.

H No one using it liked it at first.

Items of sporting equipment

25 the table tennis bat

26 the cricket helmet

27 the cycle helmet

28 the golf club

29 the hockey stick

30 the football

p. 125 p. 115 79
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PART 4 Questions 31–40

Complete the notes below.

Write ONE WORD ONLY for each answer.

Maple syrup
What is maple syrup?
• made from the sap of the maple tree • colour described as 31
• added to food or used in cooking • very 32 compared to

refined sugar

The maple tree
• has many species
• needs sunny days and cool nights
• maple leaf has been on the Canadian

flag since 1964

• needs moist soil but does not need
fertiliser as well

• best growing conditions and
33 are in Canada and
North America

Early maple sugar producers
• made holes in the tree trunks
• used hot 34 to heat

the sap

• used tree bark to make containers
for collection

• sweetened food and drink with sugar

Today’s maple syrup
The trees

• Tree trunks may not have the correct 35 until they have been
growing for 40 years.

• The changing temperature and movement of water within the tree produces the sap.

The production

• A tap is drilled into the trunk and a 36 carries the sap into a bucket.

• Large pans of sap called evaporators are heated by means of a 37 .

• A lot of 38 is produced during the evaporation process.

• ‘Sugar sand’ is removed because it makes the syrup look 39 and
affects the taste.

• The syrup is ready for use.

• A huge quantity of sap is needed to make a 40 of maple syrup.

Listening test audio
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READING

READING PASSAGE 1

You should spend about 20 minutes on Questions 1–13, which are based on Reading
Passage 1 below.

Bats totherescue
How Madagascar’s bats are helping to save the rainforest

There arefew places in theworldwhererelations betweenagriculture andconservation aremore
strained.Madagascar̓s forestsarebeingconvertedtoagricultural landatarateof onepercent
every year.Much of this destructionis fuelled by thecultivation of thecountry̓ smainstaple
crop: rice. And akey reasonfor thisdestruction is that insectpestsaredestroyingvastquantities
of what is grownby local subsistencefarmers, leading themtoclear forest tocreate newpaddy
fields. Theresult is devastatinghabitatandbiodiversity lossontheisland,butnotall species
aresuffering. In fact, someof the island s̓ insectivorousbatsarecurrently thriving andthishas
importantimplications for farmersandconservationistsalike.

Enter University ofCambridgezoologistRicardo Rocha. He̓ spassionateaboutconservation,
andbats.More specifically, he̓sinterested in howbatsarerespondingtohumanactivity and
deforestation in particular. Rocha̓s newstudyshowsthatseveralspeciesof batsaregiving
Madagascar̓ srice farmersavital pestcontrol service by feastingonplaguesof insects.And this,
hebelieves, caneasethe financial pressureonfarmers to turn forest into fields.

Bats compriseroughlyone-fifthofall mammalspecies in Madagascarandthirty-six recordedbat
speciesarenative totheisland,makingit oneofthemost importantregionsfor conservation of
thisanimal groupanywhere in theworld.

Co-leadingan international teamof scientists, Rocha foundthatseveral speciesof indigenous
batsaretaking advantageofhabitatmodification tohunt insectsswarming abovethecountry̓s
rice fields. They include theMalagasy mouse-earedbat,Major̓s long-fingeredbat, theMalagasy
white-bellied free-tailedbatandPeters̓ wrinkle-lipped bat.

ʻThese winner speciesareprovidingavaluable free service toMadagascarasbiological pest
suppressors,̓ saysRocha. ʻWe foundthatsix speciesof batarepreying onrice pests,including the
paddyswarmingcaterpillar andgrasswebworm.The damagewhich theseinsectscauseputsthe
island̓s farmers underhugefinancial pressureandthatencouragesdeforestation.̓

Thestudy,nowpublishedin the journal Agriculture, EcosystemsandEnvironment, setoutto
investigate the feedingactivity of insectivorous batsin the farmlandborderingtheRanomafana
National Park in thesoutheastof thecountry.
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Rocha andhis teamusedstate-of-the-artultrasonic recorders torecord over athousandbat
f̒eeding buzzes̓ (echolocation sequencesusedbybatstotarget their prey) at54sites, in order
to identify thefavourite feedingspotsof thebats.They nextusedDNA barcodingtechniquesto
analyse droppingscollected frombatsat thedifferent sites.

Therecordingsrevealedthatbatactivity over rice fields wasmuchhigher thanit was in
continuousforest – seven timeshigherover rice fields which wereonflat ground,andsixteen
timeshigherover fields on thesidesofhills – leaving nodoubtthattheanimalsarepreferentially
foraging in theseman-madeecosystems.The researchers suggestthatthebatsfavour thesefields
becauselack of water andnutrient run-offmakethesecropsmoresusceptible toinsect pest
infestations.DNA analysis showedthatall sixspeciesof bathadfedoneconomically important
insect pests.While thefindings indicated that rice farming benefitsmostfromthebats, the
scientists also foundindications thatthebatswereconsumingpestsof othercrops, including the
black twig borer (which infests coffee plants), thesugarcanecicada, themacadamianut-borer,and
thesobertabby(a pestof citrus fruits).

ʻThe effectivenessof batsaspestcontrollers hasalready beenprovenin theUSA andCatalonia,̓
saidco-authorJamesKemp, fromtheUniversity ofLisbon. ʻBut ourstudyis thefirst toshowthis
happeningin Madagascar, wherethestakesfor bothfarmersandconservationists aresohigh.̓

Local peoplemayhavea further reasontobegrateful to theirbats.While theanimal is often
associatedwith spreadingdisease,Rocha andhis teamfoundevidence thatMalagasy batsfeed
notjustoncroppestsbutalsoonmosquitoes– carriers ofmalaria, Rift Valley fever virus and
elephantiasis– aswell asblackflies, which spreadriver blindness.

Rocha pointsoutthat therelationship is complicated.When food is scarce,batsbecomeacrucial
sourceofprotein for local people.Even thechildrenwill huntthem.And aswell asroostingin
trees, thebatssometimesroost in buildings, butarenotwelcomed therebecausetheymakethem
unclean.At thesametime, however, theyare associatedwith sacredcavesandtheancestors,so
theycanbeviewed asbeingsbetweenworlds, which makesthemvery significant in theculture of
thepeople.And onepotentialproblemis thatwhile thesebatsarebenefiting fromfarming, at the
sametimedeforestation is reducingtheplaces wherethey canroost,which could have long-term
effects ontheir numbers.Rocha says, ʻWith therighthelp, wehopethat farmerscanpromotethis
mutually beneficial relationshipby installing bathouses.̓

Rocha andhis colleagues believe thatmaximisingbatpopulationscanhelptoboostcropyields
andpromotesustainablelivelihoods. Theteamis nowcalling for further researchtoquantify this
contribution. I̒̓m very optimistic,̓ saysRocha. I̒f wegive natureahand,wecanspeedupthe
processof regeneration.̓
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Questions 1–6

Do the following statements agree with the information given in Reading Passage 1?

In boxes 1–6 on your answer sheet, write

TRUE if the statement agrees with the information
FALSE if the statement contradicts the information
NOT GIVEN if there is no information on this

1 Many Madagascan forests are being destroyed by attacks from insects.

2 Loss of habitat has badly affected insectivorous bats in Madagascar.

3 Ricardo Rocha has carried out studies of bats in different parts of the world.

4 Habitat modification has resulted in indigenous bats in Madagascar becoming
useful to farmers.

5 The Malagasy mouse-eared bat is more common than other indigenous bat species
in Madagascar.

6 Bats may feed on paddy swarming caterpillars and grass webworms.
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Questions 7–13

Complete the table below.

Choose ONE WORD ONLY from the passage for each answer.

Write your answers in boxes 7–13 on your answer sheet.

The study carried out by Rocha’s team
Aim • to investigate the feeding habits of bats in farmland near

the Ranomafana National Park
Method • ultrasonic recording to identify favourite feeding spots

• DNA analysis of bat 7
Findings • the bats

− were most active in rice fields located on hills

− ate pests of rice, 8 , sugarcane, nuts
and fruit

− prevent the spread of disease by eating
9 and blackflies

• local attitudes to bats are mixed:

− they provide food rich in 10

− the buildings where they roost become
11

− they play an important role in local 12
Recommendation • farmers should provide special 13 to

support the bat population

84 p. 126
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READING PASSAGE 2

You should spend about 20 minutes on Questions 14–26, which are based on Reading
Passage 2 below.

Doeseducation fuel economicgrowth?
A Over the lastdecade,ahugedatabaseaboutthe lives of southwestGermanvillagers

between1600and1900hasbeencompiled bya teamled byProfessor Sheilagh Ogilvie
atCambridgeUniversity̓ s Faculty of Economics. It includescourt records,guild ledgers,
parishregisters,village censuses,tax lists and– themostrecentaddition– 9,000handwritten
inventories listing overamillion personalpossessionsbelongingtoordinary womenand
menacross threecenturies.Ogilvie, whodiscoveredtheinventories in thearchivesof two
German communities 30yearsago, believes theymayhold theanswertoaconundrumthat
haslongpuzzledeconomists: the lack of evidence for acausal link betweeneducationanda
country̓s economicgrowth.

B As Ogilvie explains, E̒ducation helpsustoworkmoreproductively, inventbetter
technology,andearnmore… surely it mustbecritical foreconomicgrowth?But, if you
look backthroughhistory, there̓snoevidence thathavinga highliteracy ratemadea
country industrialise earlier.̓ Between 1600and1900,England hadonly mediocre literacy
ratesbyEuropean standards,yet its economygrewfast andit wasthefirst country to
industrialise. During thisperiod,GermanyandScandinavia hadexcellent literacy rates,but
their economiesgrewslowly andthey industrialised late. ʻModern cross-countryanalyses
havealso struggledtofind evidence thateducationcauseseconomic growth, eventhough
there is plenty of evidence thatgrowthincreaseseducation,̓ sheadds.

C In thehandwritteninventories thatOgilvie is analysing are thebelongingsof womenand
menatmarriage, remarriage anddeath.Frombadgerskins toBibles, sewingmachinesto
scarlet bodices– thevillagers̓ entireworldly goodsare included. Inventoriesof agricultural
equipmentandcraft tools reveal economicactivities; ownershipofbooksandeducation-
relatedobjects like pensandslatessuggestshowpeople learned. In addition, thetax lists
included in thedatabaserecord thevalue of farms, workshops,assetsanddebts;signatures
andpeople̓sestimatesof their age indicate literacy andnumeracy levels; andcourt records
reveal obstacles(suchas theactivities of theguilds*) thatstifled industry.

Previous studiesusually hadjustonewayof linking educationwith economicgrowth– the
presenceof schoolsandprinting presses,perhaps,orschool enrolment,or theability to
signnames.According toOgilvie, thedatabaseprovidesmultiple indicators for thesame
individuals, makingit possible toanalyse links betweenliteracy, numeracy,wealth, and
industriousness, for individual womenandmenover the long term.

* guild: an association of artisans or merchants which oversees the practice of their craft or trade in a particular area
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D Ogilvie andher teamhavebeenbuilding thevastdatabaseofmaterial possessionsontop
of their full demographicreconstructionof thepeoplewho lived in thesetwoGerman
communities. ʻWe canfollow thesamepeople– andtheir descendants– across300years
of educationalandeconomicchange,̓ shesays. Individual lives haveunfoldedbefore their
eyes.Stories like thatof the24-year-oldsAnaRegina andMagdalenaRiethmüllerin, who
werechastised in 1707for readingbooksin church insteadof listening tothesermon.ʻThis
tells us theywerecontinuingtodeveloptheir readingskills at leastadecadeafter leaving
school,̓ explainsOgilvie. Thedatabasealso reveals thecaseof Juliana Schweickherdt, a
50-year-oldspinsterliving in thesmall Black Forest communityofWildberg, whowas
reprimandedin 1752bythe local weavers̓ guild for ʻweaving cloth andcombingwool,
counterto theguild ordinance̓ .When Juliana continuedtaking jobsreservedformaleguild
members,shewassummonedbefore theguild court andtold topay afine equivalent toone
third of aservant̓sannualwage. It wasasmall actof defianceby today̓sstandards,but it
reflects atimewhenlaws in Germany andelsewhereregulatedpeople̓saccessto labour
markets.The dominanceof guilds notonly preventedpeople fromusingtheir skills, butalso
heldbackeventhesimplestindustrial innovation.

E The data-gatheringphaseof theproject hasbeencompletedandnow,according toOgilvie,
it is time t̒o askthebigquestions̓ . Oneway to look atwhethereducationcauseseconomic
growthis to ʻholdwealthconstant̓ .This involves following thelives ofdifferentpeoplewith
thesamelevel ofwealth overaperiodof time. If wealth is constant,it is possibletodiscover
whethereducationwas, for example,linked tothecultivation of newcrops,or tothe
adoptionof industrial innovations like sewingmachines.The teamwill alsoaskwhataspect
of educationhelpedpeopleengagemorewith productiveandinnovative activities. Was it,
for instance, literacy, numeracy,bookownership, yearsofschooling? Was therea threshold
level – a tipping point– thatneededtobereachedtoaffect economicperformance?

F Ogilvie hopestostart finding answerstothesequestionsoverthenextfew years. One
thing is already clear, shesays: therelationship betweeneducationandeconomicgrowth
is far fromstraightforward. ʻGerman-speakingcentral Europe is anexcellent laboratory
for testingtheoriesof economicgrowth,̓ sheexplains. Between 1600and1900,literacy
ratesandbookownershipwere high andyet theregion remainedpoor. It wasalso thecase
that local guilds andmerchantassociationswereextremely powerful andlegislated against
anythingthatunderminedtheir monopolies. In villages throughouttheregion,guilds
blockedlabourmigration andresistedchangesthatmightreducetheir influence.

E̒arly findingssuggestthat thepotential benefitsofeducationfor theeconomycanbeheld
backbyotherbarriers, andthishas implications for today,̓ saysOgilvie. ʻHuge amounts
arespentimprovingeducation in developingcountries, butthisspendingcanfail todeliver
economicgrowthif restrictions blockpeople– especially womenandthepoor– fromusing
theireducation ineconomically productiveways. If economicinstitutionsarepoorly setup,
for instance, educationcan̓ t leadto growth.̓
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Questions 14–18

Reading Passage 2 has six sections, A–F.

Which section contains the following information?

Write the correct letter, A–F, in boxes 14–18 on your answer sheet.

14 an explanation of the need for research to focus on individuals with a fairly
consistent income

15 examples of the sources the database has been compiled from

16 an account of one individual’s refusal to obey an order

17 a reference to a region being particularly suited to research into the link between
education and economic growth

18 examples of the items included in a list of personal possessions

Questions 19–22

Complete the summary below.

Choose ONE WORD from the passage for each answer.

Write your answers in boxes 19–22 on your answer sheet.

Demographic reconstruction of two German communities
The database that Ogilvie and her team has compiled sheds light on the lives of a
range of individuals, as well as those of their 19 , over a 300-year
period. For example, Ana Regina and Magdalena Riethmüllerin were reprimanded
for reading while they should have been paying attention to a 20 .
There was also Juliana Schweickherdt, who came to the notice of the weavers’ guild
in the year 1752 for breaking guild rules. As a punishment, she was later given a
21 . Cases like this illustrate how the guilds could prevent
22 and stop skilled people from working.
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Questions 23 and 24

Choose TWO letters, A–E.

Write the correct letters in boxes 23 and 24 on your answer sheet.

Which TWO of the following statements does the writer make about literacy rates in
Section B?

A Very little research has been done into the link between high literacy rates and
improved earnings.

B Literacy rates in Germany between 1600 and 1900 were very good.
C There is strong evidence that high literacy rates in the modern world result in

economic growth.
D England is a good example of how high literacy rates helped a country

industrialise.
E Economic growth can help to improve literacy rates.

Questions 25 and 26

Choose TWO letters, A–E.

Write the correct letters in boxes 25 and 26 on your answer sheet.

Which TWO of the following statements does the writer make in Section F about guilds
in German-speaking Central Europe between 1600 and 1900?

A They helped young people to learn a skill.
B They were opposed to people moving to an area for work.
C They kept better records than guilds in other parts of the world.
D They opposed practices that threatened their control over a trade.
E They predominantly consisted of wealthy merchants.
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READING PASSAGE 3

You should spend about 20 minutes on Questions 27–40, which are based on Reading
Passage 3 below.

Timur Gareyev – blindfold chesschampion
A Next month, a chess player named Timur Gareyev will take on nearly 50 opponents

at once. But that is not the hard part. While his challengers will play the games as
normal, Gareyev himself will be blindfolded. Even by world record standards, it
sets a high bar for human performance. The 28-year-old already stands out in the
rarefied world of blindfold chess. He has a fondness for bright clothes and unusual
hairstyles, and he gets his kicks from the adventure sport of BASE jumping. He has
already proved himself a strong chess player, too. In a 10-hour chess marathon in
2013, Gareyev played 33 games in his head simultaneously. He won 29 and lost
none. The skill has become his brand: he calls himself the Blindfold King.

B But Gareyev’s prowess has drawn interest from beyond the chess-playing
community. In the hope of understanding how he and others like him can perform
such mental feats, researchers at the University of California in Los Angeles
(UCLA) called him in for tests. They now have their first results. ‘The ability to play
a game of chess with your eyes closed is not a far reach for most accomplished
players,’ said Jesse Rissman, who runs a memory lab at UCLA. ‘But the thing that’s
so remarkable about Timur and a few other individuals is the number of games they
can keep active at once. To me it is simply astonishing.’

C Gareyev learned to play chess in his native Uzbekistan when he was six years old.
Tutored by his grandfather, he entered his first tournament aged eight and soon
became obsessed with competitions. At 16, he was crowned Asia’s youngest ever
chess grandmaster. He moved to the US soon after, and as a student helped his
university win its first national chess championship. In 2013, Gareyev was ranked
the third best chess player in the US.

D To the uninitiated, blindfold chess seems to call for superhuman skill. But displays
of the feat go back centuries. The first recorded game in Europe was played in
13th-century Florence. In 1947, the Argentinian grandmaster Miguel Najdorf played
45 simultaneous games in his mind, winning 39 in the 24-hour session.

E Accomplished players can develop the skill of playing blind even without realising
it. The nature of the game is to run through possible moves in the mind to see
how they play out. From this, regular players develop a memory for the patterns
the pieces make, the defences and attacks. ‘You recreate it in your mind,’ said
Gareyev. ‘A lot of players are capable of doing what I’m doing.’ The real mental
challenge comes from playing multiple games at once in the head. Not only must
the positions of each piece on every board be memorised, they must be recalled
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faithfully when needed, updated with each player’s moves, and then reliably stored
again, so the brain can move on to the next board. First moves can be tough to
remember because they are fairly uninteresting. But the ends of games are taxing
too, as exhaustion sets in. When Gareyev is tired, his recall can get patchy. He
sometimes makes moves based on only a fragmented memory of the pieces’
positions.

F The scientists first had Gareyev perform some standard memory tests. These
assessed his ability to hold numbers, pictures and words in mind. One classic test
measures how many numbers a person can repeat, both forwards and backwards,
soon after hearing them. Most people manage about seven. ‘He was not
exceptional on any of these standard tests,’ said Rissman. ‘We didn’t find anything
other than playing chess that he seems to be supremely gifted at.’ But next came
the brain scans. With Gareyev lying down in the machine, Rissman looked at how
well connected the various regions of the chess player’s brain were. Though the
results are tentative and as yet unpublished, the scans found much greater than
average communication between parts of Gareyev’s brain that make up what is
called the frontoparietal control network. Of 63 people scanned alongside the chess
player, only one or two scored more highly on the measure. ‘You use this network in
almost any complex task. It helps you to allocate attention, keep rules in mind, and
work out whether you should be responding or not,’ said Rissman.

G It was not the only hint of something special in Gareyev’s brain. The scans also
suggest that Gareyev’s visual network is more highly connected to other brain parts
than usual. Initial results suggest that the areas of his brain that process visual
images – such as chess boards – may have stronger links to other brain regions,
and so be more powerful than normal. While the analyses are not finalised yet, they
may hold the first clues to Gareyev’s extraordinary ability.

H For the world record attempt, Gareyev hopes to play 47 blindfold games at once in
about 16 hours. He will need to win 80% to claim the title. ‘I don’t worry too much
about the winning percentage, that’s never been an issue for me,’ he said. ‘The
most important part of blindfold chess for me is that I have found the one thing that
I can fully dedicate myself to. I miss having an obsession.’
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Questions 27–32

Reading Passage 3 has eight paragraphs, A–H.

Which paragraph contains the following information?

Write the correct letter, A–H, in boxes 27–32 on your answer sheet.

NB You may use any letter more than once.

27 a reference to earlier examples of blindfold chess

28 an outline of what blindfold chess involves

29 a claim that Gareyev’s skill is limited to chess

30 why Gareyev’s skill is of interest to scientists

31 an outline of Gareyev’s priorities

32 a reason why the last part of a game may be difficult

Questions 33–36

Do the following statements agree with the information given in Reading Passage 3?

In boxes 33–36 on your answer sheet, write

TRUE if the statement agrees with the information
FALSE if the statement contradicts the information
NOT GIVEN if there is no information about this

33 In the forthcoming games, all the participants will be blindfolded.

34 Gareyev has won competitions in BASE jumping.

35 UCLA is the first university to carry out research into blindfold chess players.

36 Good chess players are likely to be able to play blindfold chess.
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Questions 37–40

Complete the summary below.

Choose ONE WORD ONLY from the passage for each answer.

Write your answers in boxes 37–40 on your answer sheet.

How the research was carried out
The researchers started by testing Gareyev’s 37 ; for example, he
was required to recall a string of 38 in order and also in reverse
order. Although his performance was normal, scans showed an unusual amount of
39 within the areas of Gareyev’s brain that are concerned with
directing attention. In addition, the scans raised the possibility of unusual strength in
the parts of his brain that deal with 40 input.
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WRITING TASK 1

You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

The graph below shows the number of shops that closed and the number of
new shops that opened in one country between 2011 and 2018.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features, and
make comparisons where relevant.

Write at least 150 words.

Number of shop closures and openings 2011– 2018
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WRITING TASK 2

You should spend about 40 minutes on this task.

Write about the following topic:

Nowadays, a growing number of people with health problems are trying
alternative medicines and treatments instead of visiting their usual doctor.

Do you think this is a positive or a negative development?

Give reasons for your answer and include any relevant examples from your own
knowledge or experience.

Write at least 250 words.
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SPEAKING

PART 1

The examiner asks you about yourself, your home, work or studies and other
familiar topics.

EXAMPLE

Maps

• Do you think it’s better to use a paper map or a map on your phone? [Why?]
• When was the last time you needed to use a map? [Why/Why not?]
• If you visit a new city, do you always use a map to find your way around?

[Why/Why not?]
• In general, do you find it easy to read maps? [Why/Why not?]

PART 2

Describe an occasion when you had to do
something in a hurry.
You should say:

what you had to do
why you had to do this in a hurry
how well you did this

and explain how you felt about having to do this in
a hurry.

You will have to talk
about the topic for one
to two minutes. You
have one minute to
think about what you
are going to say. You
can make some notes
to help you if you wish.

PART 3
Discussion topics:
Arriving late

Example questions:
Do you think it’s OK to arrive late when meeting a friend?
What should happen to people who arrive late for work?
Can you suggest how people can make sure they don’t arrive late?

Managing study time

Example questions:
Is it better to study for long periods or in shorter blocks of time?
What are the likely effects of students not managing their study time well?
How important is it for students to have enough leisure time?
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Audioscripts
TEST 1

PART 1
PETER: Hello?
JAN: Oh hello. My name’s Jan. Are you the right person to talk to about the Buckworth

Conservation Group?
PETER: Yes, I’m Peter. I’m the secretary.
JAN: Good. I’ve just moved to this area, and I’m interested in getting involved. I was

in a similar group where I used to live. Could you tell me something about your
activities, please?

PETER: Of course. Well, we have a mixture of regular activities and special events. One
of the regular ones is trying to keep the beach free of litter. A few of us spend a
couple of hours a month on it, and it’s awful how much there is to clear. I wish
people would be more responsible and take it home with them.

JAN: I totally agree. I’d be happy to help with that. Is it OK to take dogs?
PETER: I’m afraid not, as they’re banned from the beach itself. You can take them along

the cliffs, though. And children are welcome.
JAN: Right.
PETER: We also manage a nature reserve, and there’s a lot to do there all year round.

For example, because it’s a popular place to visit, we spend a lot of time looking
after the paths and making sure they’re in good condition for walking.

JAN: I could certainly help with that.
PETER: Good. And we have a programme of creating new habitats there. We’ve just

finished making and installing nesting boxes for birds to use, and next we’re
going to work on encouraging insects – they’re important for the biodiversity of
the reserve.

JAN: They certainly are.
PETER: Oh, and we’re also running a project to identify the different species of butterflies

that visit the reserve. You might be interested in taking part in that.
JAN: Sure. I was involved in something similar where I used to live, counting all the

species of moths. I’d enjoy that.
PETER: Another job we’re doing at the reserve is replacing the wall on the southern side,

between the parking area and our woodshed. It was badly damaged in a storm
last month.

JAN: OK.

PETER: Then as I said, we have a programme of events as well, both at the weekend,
and during the week.

JAN: Right. I presume you have guided walks? I’d like to get to know the local
countryside, as I’m new to the area.

PETER: Yes, we do. The next walk is to Ruston Island, a week on Saturday. We’ll be
meeting in the car park at Dunsmore Beach at low tide – that’s when the sands
are dry enough for us to walk to the island without getting wet.

JAN: Sounds good.
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PETER: The island’s a great place to explore. It’s quite small, and it’s got a range of
habitats. It’s also an ideal location for seeing seals just off the coast, or even on
the beach.

JAN: OK. And is there anything we should bring, like a picnic, for instance?
PETER: Yes, do bring one, as it’s a full-day walk. And of course it’ll be wet walking across

and back, so make sure your boots are waterproof.
JAN: I must buy a new pair – there’s a hole in one of my current ones! Well, I’d

definitely like to come on the walk.
PETER: Great. Then later this month we’re having a one-day woodwork session in

Hopton Wood.
JAN: I’ve never tried that before. Is it OK for beginners to take part?
PETER: Definitely. There’ll be a couple of experts leading the session, and we keep the

number of participants down, so you’ll get as much help as you need.
JAN: Excellent! I’d love to be able to make chairs.
PETER: That’s probably too ambitious for one day! You’ll be starting with wooden spoons,

and of course learning how to use the tools. And anything you make is yours to
take home with you.

JAN: That sounds like fun. When is it?
PETER: It’s on the 17th, from 10 a.m. until 3. There’s a charge of £35, including lunch, or

£40 if you want to camp in the wood.
JAN: I should think I’ll come home the same day. Well, I’d certainly like to join the

group.

PART 2
So, hello everyone. My name’s Lou Miller and I’m going to be your tour guide today as we
take this fantastic boat trip around the Tasmanian coast. Before we set off, I just want to tell
you a few things about our journey.

Our boats aren’t huge as you can see. We already have three staff members on board and
on top of that, we can transport a further fifteen people – that’s you – around the coastline.
But please note if there are more than nine people on either side of the boat, we’ll move
some of you over, otherwise all eighteen of us will end up in the sea!

We’ve recently upgraded all our boats. They used to be jet black, but our new ones now have
these comfortable dark red seats and a light-green exterior in order to stand out from others
and help promote our company. This gives our boats a rather unique appearance, don’t you
think?

We offer you a free lunchbox during the trip and we have three types. Lunchbox 1 contains
ham and tomato sandwiches. Lunchbox 2 contains a cheddar cheese roll and Lunchbox 3
is salad-based and also contains eggs and tuna. All three lunchboxes also have a packet of
crisps and chocolate bar inside. Please let staff know which lunchbox you prefer.

I’m sure I don’t have to ask you not to throw anything into the sea. We don’t have any bins to
put litter in, but Jess, myself or Ray, our other guide, will collect it from you after lunch and put
it all in a large plastic sack.

The engine on the boat makes quite a lot of noise so before we head off, let me tell you a few
things about what you’re going to see.
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This area is famous for its ancient lighthouse, which you’ll see from the boat as we turn past
the first little island. It was built in 1838 to protect sailors as a number of shipwrecks had
led to significant loss of life. The construction itself was complicated as some of the original
drawings kept by the local council show. It sits right on top of the cliffs in a very isolated spot.
In the nineteenth century there were many jobs there, such as polishing the brass lamps,
chopping firewood and cleaning windows, that kept lighthouse keepers busy. These workers
were mainly prison convicts until the middle of that century when ordinary families willing to
live in such circumstances took over.

Some of you have asked me what creatures we can expect to see. I know everyone loves
the penguins, but they’re very shy and, unfortunately, tend to hide from passing boats, but
you might see birds in the distance, such as sea eagles, flying around the cliff edges where
they nest. When we get to the rocky area inhabited by fur seals, we’ll stop and watch them
swimming around the coast. They’re inquisitive creatures so don’t be surprised if one pops up
right in front of you. Their predators, orca whales, hunt along the coastline too, but spotting
one of these is rare. Dolphins, on the other hand, can sometimes approach on their own or in
groups as they ride the waves beside us.

Lastly, I want to mention the caves. Tasmania is famous for its caves and the ones we’ll
pass by are so amazing that people are lost for words when they see them. They can only
be approached by sea, but if you feel that you want to see more than we’re able to show
you, then you can take a kayak into the area on another day and one of our staff will give
you more information on that. What we’ll do is to go through a narrow channel, past some
incredible rock formations and from there we’ll be able to see the openings to the caves, and
at that point we’ll talk to you about what lies beyond.

PART 3
DIANA: So, Tim, we have to do a short summary of our work experience on a farm.
TIM: Right. My farm was great, but arranging the work experience was hard. One

problem was it was miles away and I don’t drive. And also, I’d really wanted a
placement for a month, but I could only get one for two weeks.

DIANA: I was lucky, the farmer let me stay on the farm so I didn’t have to travel. But
finding the right sort of farm to apply to wasn’t easy.

TIM: No, they don’t seem to have websites, do they. I found mine through a friend of
my mother’s, but it wasn’t easy.

DIANA: No.
TIM: My farm was mostly livestock, especially sheep. I really enjoyed helping out with

them. I was up most of one night helping a sheep deliver a lamb …
DIANA: On your own?
TIM: No, the farmer was there, and he told me what to do. It wasn’t a straightforward

birth, but I managed. It was a great feeling to see the lamb stagger to its feet and
start feeding almost straightaway, and to know that it was OK.

DIANA: Mm.
TIM: Then another time a lamb had broken its leg, and they got the vet in to set it, and

he talked me through what he was doing. That was really useful.
DIANA: Yes, my farm had sheep too. The farm was in a valley and they had a lowland

breed called Suffolks, although the farmer said they’d had other breeds in the past.
TIM: So were they bred for their meat?
DIANA: Mostly, yes. They’re quite big and solid.
TIM: My farm was up in the hills and they had a different breed of sheep, they were

Cheviots.
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DIANA: Oh, I heard their wool’s really sought after.
TIM: Yes. It’s very hardwearing and they use it for carpets.
DIANA: Right.
TIM: I was interested in the amount of supplements they add to animals’ feed

nowadays. Like, even the chickens got extra vitamins and electrolytes in
their feed.

DIANA: Yes, I found that too. And they’re not cheap. But my farmer said some are
overpriced for what they are. And he didn’t give them as a matter of routine, just
at times when the chickens seemed to particularly require them.

TIM: Yes, mine said the same. He said certain breeds of chickens might need more
supplements than the others, but the cheap and expensive ones are all basically
the same.

DIANA: Mm.
TIM: So did your farm have any other livestock, Diana?
DIANA: Yes, dairy cows. I made a really embarrassing mistake when I was working in

the milk shed. Some cows had been treated with antibiotics, so their milk wasn’t
suitable for human consumption, and it had to be put in a separate container. But
I got mixed up, and I poured some milk from the wrong cow in with the milk for
humans, so the whole lot had to be thrown away. The farmer wasn’t too happy
with me.

TIM: I asked my farmer how much he depended on the vet to deal with health
problems. I’d read reports that the livestock’s health is being affected as farmers
are under pressure to increase production. Well, he didn’t agree with that, but
he said that actually some of the stuff the vets do, like minor operations, he’d be
quite capable of doing himself.

DIANA: Yeah. My farmer said the same. But he reckons vets’ skills are still needed.

DIANA: Now we’ve got to give a bit of feedback about last term’s modules – just short
comments, apparently. Shall we do that now?

TIM: OK. So medical terminology.
DIANA: Well, my heart sank when I saw that, especially right at the beginning of the

course. And I did struggle with it.
TIM: I’d thought it’d be hard, but actually I found it all quite straightforward.

What did you think about diet and nutrition?
DIANA: OK, I suppose.
TIM: Do you remember what they told us about pet food and the fact that there’s such

limited checking into whether or not it’s contaminated? I mean in comparison with
the checks on food for humans – I thought that was terrible.

DIANA: Mm. I think the module that really impressed me was the animal disease one,
when we looked at domesticated animals in different parts of the world, like
camels and water buffalo and alpaca. The economies of so many countries
depend on these, but scientists don’t know much about the diseases that affect
them.

TIM: Yes, I thought they’d know a lot about ways of controlling and eradicating those
diseases, but that’s not the case at all.
I loved the wildlife medication unit. Things like helping birds that have been
caught in oil spills. That’s something I hadn’t thought about before.

DIANA: Yeah, I thought I might write my dissertation on something connected with that.
TIM: Right. So …
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PART 4
Labyrinths have existed for well over 4,000 years. Labyrinths and labyrinthine symbols have
been found in regions as diverse as modern-day Turkey, Ireland, Greece, and India. There
are various designs of labyrinth but what they all have in common is a winding spiral path
which leads to a central area. There is one starting point at the entrance and the goal is to
reach the central area. Finding your way through a labyrinth involves many twists and turns,
but it’s not possible to get lost as there is only one single path.

In modern times, the word labyrinth has taken on a different meaning and is often used as
a synonym for a maze. A maze is quite different as it is a kind of puzzle with an intricate
network of paths. Mazes became fashionable in the 15th and 16th centuries in Europe,
and can still be found in the gardens of great houses and palaces. The paths are usually
surrounded by thick, high hedges so that it’s not possible to see over them. Entering a maze
usually involves getting lost a few times before using logic to work out the pattern and find
your way to the centre and then out again. There are lots of dead ends and paths which lead
you back to where you started. The word ‘maze’ is believed to come from a Scandinavian
word for a state of confusion. This is where the word ‘amazing’ comes from.

Labyrinths, on the other hand, have a very different function. Although people now often refer
to things they find complicated as labyrinths, this is not how they were seen in the past. The
winding spiral of the labyrinth has been used for centuries as a metaphor for life’s journey. It
served as a spiritual reminder that there is purpose and meaning to our lives and helped to
give people a sense of direction. Labyrinths are thought to encourage a feeling of calm and
have been used as a meditation and prayer tool in many cultures over many centuries.

The earliest examples of the labyrinth spiral pattern have been found carved into stone, from
Sardinia to Scandinavia, from Arizona to India to Africa. In Europe, these spiral carvings
date from the late Bronze Age. The Native American Pima tribe wove baskets with a circular
labyrinth design that depicted their own cosmology. In Ancient Greece, the labyrinth spiral
was used on coins around four thousand years ago. Labyrinths made of mosaics were
commonly found in bathhouses, villas and tombs throughout the Roman Empire.

In Northern Europe, there were actual physical labyrinths designed for walking on. These
were cut into the turf or grass, usually in a circular pattern. The origin of these walking
labyrinths remains unclear, but they were probably used for fertility rites which may date back
thousands of years. Eleven examples of turf labyrinths survive today, including the largest
one at Saffron Walden, England, which used to have a large tree in the middle of it.

More recently labyrinths have experienced something of a revival. Some believe that
walking a labyrinth promotes healing and mindfulness, and there are those who believe in
its emotional and physical benefits, which include slower breathing and a restored sense of
balance and perspective. This idea has become so popular that labyrinths have been laid into
the floors of spas, wellness centres and even prisons in recent years.

A pamphlet at Colorado Children’s Hospital informs patients that ‘walking a labyrinth can
often calm people in the midst of a crisis’. And apparently, it’s not only patients who benefit.
Many visitors find walking a labyrinth less stressful than sitting in a corridor or waiting room.
Some doctors even walk the labyrinth during their breaks. In some hospitals, patients who
can’t walk can have a paper ‘finger labyrinth’ brought to their bed. The science behind the
theory is a little sketchy, but there are dozens of small-scale studies which support claims
about the benefits of labyrinths. For example, one study found that walking a labyrinth
provided ‘short-term calming, relaxation, and relief from anxiety’ for Alzheimer’s patients.

So, what is it about labyrinths that makes their appeal so universal? Well …
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PART 1
JANE: Hello, Jane Fairbanks speaking.
FRANK: Oh, good morning. My name’s Frank Pritchard. I’ve just retired and moved to

Southoe. I’d like to become a volunteer, and I gather you co-ordinate voluntary
work in the village.

JANE: That’s right.
FRANK: What sort of thing could I do?
JANE: Well, we need help with the village library. We borrow books from the town

library, and individuals also donate them. So, one thing you could do is get
involved in collecting them – if you’ve got a car, that is.

FRANK: Yes, that’s no problem.
JANE: The times are pretty flexible so we can arrange it to suit you. Another thing is the

records that we keep of the books we’re given, and those we borrow and need to
return to the town library. It would be very useful to have another person to help
keep them up to date.

FRANK: Right. I’m used to working on a computer – I presume they’re computerised?
JANE: Oh yes.
FRANK: Is the library purpose-built? I haven’t noticed it when I’ve walked round

the village.
JANE: No, we simply have the use of a room in the village hall, the West Room. It’s on

the left as you go in.
FRANK: I must go and have a look inside the hall.
JANE: Yes, it’s a nice building.
FRANK: Do you run a lunch club in the village for elderly people? I know a lot of places do.
JANE: Yes, we have a very successful club.
FRANK: I could help with transport, if that’s of any use.
JANE: Ooo definitely. People come to the club from neighbouring villages, and we’re

always in need of more drivers.
FRANK: And does the club have groups that focus on a particular hobby, too? I could get

involved in one or two, particularly if there are any art groups.
JANE: Excellent. I’ll find out where we need help and get back to you.
FRANK: Fine. What about help for individual residents. Do you arrange that at all?
JANE: Yes, we do it as a one-off. In fact, there’s Mrs Carroll. She needs a lift to the

hospital next week, and we’re struggling to find someone.
FRANK: When’s her appointment?
JANE: On Tuesday. It would take the whole morning.
FRANK: I could do that.
JANE: Oh, that would be great. Thank you. And also, next week, we’re arranging to

have some work done to Mr Selsbury’s house before he moves, as he isn’t
healthy enough to do it himself. We’ve got some people to decorate his kitchen,
but if you could do some weeding in his garden, that would be wonderful.

FRANK: OK. I’d enjoy that. And presumably the day and time are flexible.
JANE: Oh yes. Just say when would suit you best, and we’ll let Mr Selsbury know.
FRANK: Good.

JANE: The volunteers group also organises monthly social events, which is a great way
to meet other people, of course.
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FRANK: Uhuh.
JANE: So next month, on the 19th of October, we’re holding a quiz – a couple of

residents are great at planning unusual ones, and we always fill the village hall.
FRANK: That sounds like fun. Can I do anything to help?
JANE: Well, because of the number of people, we need plenty of refreshments for

halfway through. So, if you could provide any, we’d be grateful.
FRANK: I’m sure I could. I’ll think about what to make, and let you know.
JANE: Thank you. Then on November the 18th, we’re holding a dance, also in the

village hall. We’ve booked a band that specialises in music of the 1930s – they’ve
been before, and we’ve had a lot of requests to bring them back.

FRANK: I’m not really a dancer, but I’d like to do something to help.
JANE: Well, we sell tickets in advance, and having an extra person to check them at the

door, as people arrive, would be good – it can be quite a bottleneck if everyone
arrives at once!

FRANK: OK, I’m happy with that.
JANE: We’re also arranging a New Year’s Eve party. We’re expecting that to be a really

big event, so instead of the village hall, it’ll be held in the Mountfort Hotel.
FRANK: The …?
JANE: Mountfort. M-O-U-N-T-F-O-R-T Hotel. It isn’t in Southoe itself, but it’s only a

couple of miles away. The hotel will be providing dinner and we’ve booked a
band. The one thing we haven’t got yet is a poster. That isn’t something you
could do, by any chance, is it?

FRANK: Well actually, yes. Before I retired I was a graphic designer, so that’s right up my street.
JANE: Oh perfect! I’ll give you the details, and then perhaps you could send me a draft …
FRANK: Of course.

PART 2
Good morning, and welcome to Oniton Hall, one of the largest estates in the area. My name’s
Nick, and I’m one of the guides. I’ll give you a brief introduction to the estate while you’re
sitting down, and then we’ll walk round.

The estate consists of the house, gardens, parkland and farm, and it dates back to the
fourteenth century. The original house was replaced in the late seventeenth century, and of
course it has had a large number of owners. Almost all of them have left their mark, generally
by adding new rooms, like the ballroom and conservatory, or by demolishing others. The farm
looks much as it’s always done, although the current owner has done a great deal of work to
the flower beds.

In the seventeenth century, the estate was owned by a very wealthy man called Sir Edward
Downes. His intention was to escape from the world of politics, after years as an active
politician, and to build a new house worthy of his big collection of books, paintings and
sculptures. He broke off contact with his former political allies, and hosted meetings of
creative and literary people, like painters and poets. Unusually for his time, he didn’t care
whether his guests were rich or poor, as long as they had talent.

Big houses like Oniton had dozens of servants until the 1920s or 30s, and we’ve tried to
show what their working lives were like. Photographs of course don’t give much of an idea, so
instead, as you go round the house, you’ll see volunteers dressed up as nineteenth-century
servants, going about their work. They’ll explain what they’re doing, and tell you their recipes,
or what tools they’re using. We’ve just introduced this feature to replace the audio guide we
used to have available.

Q8

Q9

Q10

Q11

Q12

Q13



Test 2

103

I see there are a number of children here with you today. Well, we have several activities
specially for children, like dressing up in the sorts of clothes that children wore in the past,
and as it’s a fine day, some of you will probably want to play in the adventure playground. Our
latest addition is child-sized tractors, that you can drive around the grounds.

We’ll also be going into the farm that’s part of the estate, where there’s plenty to do. Most of
the buildings date from the eighteenth century, so you can really step back into an agricultural
past.

Until recently, the dairy was where milk from the cows was turned into cheese. It’s now the
place to go for lunch, or afternoon tea, or just a cup of coffee and a slice of homemade cake.

The big stone building that dominates the farm is the large barn, and in here is our collection
of agricultural tools. These were used in the past to plough the earth, sow seeds, make gates,
and much more.

There’s a small barn, also made of stone, where you can groom the donkeys and horses, to
keep their coats clean. They really seem to enjoy having it done, and children love grooming
them.

The horses no longer live in the stables, which instead is the place to go to buy gifts, books,
our own jams and pickles, and clothes and blankets made of wool from our sheep.

Outside the shed, which is the only brick building, you can climb into a horse-drawn carriage for
a lovely, relaxing tour of the park and farm. The carriages are well over a hundred years old.

And finally, the parkland, which was laid out in the eighteenth century, with a lake and trees
that are now well established. You’ll see types of cattle and sheep that are hardly ever found
on farms these days. We’re helping to preserve them, to stop their numbers falling further.

OK, well if you’d like to come with me …

PART 3
ED: Did you make notes while you were watching the performances of Romeo and

Juliet, Gemma?
GEMMA: Yes, I did. I found it quite hard though. I kept getting too involved in the play.
ED: Me too. I ended up not taking notes. I wrote down my impressions when I

got home. Do you mind if I check a few things with you? In case I’ve missed
anything. And I’ve also got some questions about our assignment.

GEMMA: No, it’s good to talk things through. I may have missed things too.
ED: OK great. So first of all, I’m not sure how much information we should include in

our reviews.
GEMMA: Right. Well, I don’t think we need to describe what happens. Especially as

Romeo and Juliet is one of Shakespeare’s most well-known plays.
ED: Yeah, everyone knows the story. In an essay we’d focus on the poetry and

Shakespeare’s use of imagery etc., but that isn’t really relevant in a review. We’re
supposed to focus on how effective this particular production is.

GEMMA: Mmm. We should say what made it a success or a failure.
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ED: And part of that means talking about the emotional impact the performance had
on us. I think that’s important.

GEMMA: Yes. And we should definitely mention how well the director handled important
bits of the play – like when Romeo climbs onto Juliet’s balcony.

ED: And the fight between Mercutio and Tybalt.
GEMMA: Yes. It would also be interesting to mention the theatre space and how the

director used it but I don’t think we’ll have space in 800 words.
ED: No. OK. That all sounds quite straightforward.

ED: So what about The Emporium Theatre’s production of the play?
GEMMA: I thought some things worked really well but there were some problems too.
ED: Yeah. What about the set, for example?
GEMMA: I think it was visually really stunning. I’d say that was probably the most

memorable thing about this production.
ED: You’re right. The set design was really amazing, but actually I have seen similar

ideas used in other productions.
GEMMA: What about the lighting? Some of the scenes were so dimly lit it was quite hard

to see.
ED: I didn’t dislike it. It helped to change the mood of the quieter scenes.
GEMMA: That’s a good point.
ED: What did you think of the costumes?
GEMMA: I was a bit surprised by the contemporary dress, I must say.
ED: Yeah – I think it worked well, but I had assumed it would be more conventional.
GEMMA: Me too. I liked the music at the beginning and I thought the musicians were

brilliant, but I thought they were wasted because the music didn’t have much
impact in Acts 2 and 3.

ED: Yes – that was a shame.
GEMMA: One problem with this production was that the actors didn’t deliver the lines that

well. They were speaking too fast.
ED: It was a problem I agree, but I thought it was because they weren’t speaking

loudly enough – especially at key points in the play.
GEMMA: I actually didn’t have a problem with that.
ED: It’s been an interesting experience watching different versions of Romeo and

Juliet, hasn’t it?
GEMMA: Definitely. It’s made me realise how relevant the play still is.
ED: Right. I mean a lot’s changed since Shakespeare’s time, but in many ways

nothing’s changed. There are always disagreements and tension between
teenagers and their parents.

GEMMA: Yes, that’s something all young people can relate to – more than the violence and
the extreme emotions in the play.

ED: How did you find watching it in translation?
GEMMA: Really interesting. I expected to find it more challenging, but I could follow the

story pretty well.
ED: I stopped worrying about not being able to understand all the words and focused

on the actors’ expressions. The ending was pretty powerful.
GEMMA: Yes. That somehow intensified the emotion for me.
ED: Did you know Shakespeare’s been translated into more languages than any

other writer?
GEMMA: What’s the reason for his international appeal, do you think?
ED: I was reading that it’s because his plays are about basic themes that people

everywhere are familiar with.
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GEMMA: Yeah, and they can also be understood on different levels. The characters have
such depth.

ED: Right – which allows directors to experiment and find new angles.
GEMMA: That’s really important because …

PART 4
Right, everyone, let’s make a start. Over the past few sessions, we’ve been considering the
reasons why some world languages are in decline, and today I’m going to introduce another
factor that affects languages, and the speakers of those languages, and that’s technology
and, in particular, digital technology. In order to illustrate its effect, I’m going to focus on the
Icelandic language, which is spoken by around 321,000 people, most of whom live in Iceland
– an island in the North Atlantic Ocean.

The problem for this language is not the number of speakers – even though this number
is small. Nor is it about losing words to other languages, such as English. In fact, the
vocabulary of Icelandic is continually increasing because when speakers need a new word
for something, they tend to create one, rather than borrowing from another language. All this
makes Icelandic quite a special language – it’s changed very little in the past millennium,
yet it can handle twenty-first-century concepts related to the use of computers and digital
technology. Take, for example, the word for web browser … this is vafri in Icelandic, which
comes from the verb ‘to wander’. I can’t think of a more appropriate term because that’s
exactly what you do mentally when you browse the internet. Then there’s an Icelandic word
for podcast – which is too hard to pronounce! And so on.

Icelandic, then, is alive and growing, but – and it’s a big but – young Icelanders spend a
great deal of time in the digital world and this world is predominantly English. Think about
smartphones. They didn’t even exist until comparatively recently, but today young people use
them all the time to read books, watch TV or films, play games, listen to music, and so on.
Obviously, this is a good thing in many respects because it promotes their bilingual skills, but
the extent of the influence of English in the virtual world is staggering and it’s all happening
really fast.

For their parents and grandparents, the change is less concerning because they already
have their native-speaker skills in Icelandic. But for young speakers – well, the outcome is a
little troubling. For example, teachers have found that playground conversations in Icelandic
secondary schools can be conducted entirely in English, while teachers of much younger
children have reported situations where their classes find it easier to say what is in a picture
using English, rather than Icelandic. The very real and worrying consequence of all this is that
the young generation in Iceland is at risk of losing its mother tongue.

Of course, this is happening to other European languages too, but while internet companies
might be willing to offer, say, French options in their systems, it’s much harder for them
to justify the expense of doing the same for a language that has a population the size of
a French town, such as Nice. The other drawback of Icelandic is the grammar, which is
significantly more complex than in most languages. At the moment, the tech giants are simply
not interested in tackling this.

So, what is the Icelandic government doing about this? Well, large sums of money are being
allocated to a language technology fund that it is hoped will lead to the development of
Icelandic sourced apps and other social media and digital systems, but clearly this is going to
be an uphill struggle.
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On the positive side, they know that Icelandic is still the official language of education and
government. It has survived for well over a thousand years and the experts predict that its
future in this nation state is sound and will continue to be so. However, there’s no doubt that
it’s becoming an inevitable second choice in young people’s lives.

This raises important questions. When you consider how much of the past is tied up in
a language, will young Icelanders lose their sense of their own identity? Another issue
that concerns the government of Iceland is this. If children are learning two languages
through different routes, neither of which they are fully fluent in, will they be able to express
themselves properly?
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PART 1
WOMAN: Jack, I’m thinking of taking the kids to the seaside on a surfing holiday this

summer and I wanted to ask your advice – as I know you’re such an expert.
JACK: Well, I don’t know about that, but yes, I’ve done a bit of surfing over the years. I’d

thoroughly recommend it. I think it’s the kind of holiday all the family can enjoy
together. The thing about surfing is that it’s great for all ages and all abilities. My
youngest started when he was only three!

WOMAN: Wow! But it’s quite physically demanding, isn’t it? I’ve heard you need to be
pretty fit.

JACK: Yes. You’ll certainly learn more quickly and won’t tire as easily.
WOMAN: Well – that should be OK for us. You’ve been surfing a few times in Ireland,

haven’t you?
JACK: Yes. There’s some great surfing there, which people don’t always realise.
WOMAN: And which locations would you recommend? – there seem to be quite a few.
JACK: Yes, there are loads. Last year we went to County Donegal. There are several

great places to surf there.
WOMAN: What about in County Clare? I read that’s also really good for surfing.
JACK: Yes, it is. I’ve been there a few times. Most people go to Lahinch. My kids love it

there. The waves aren’t too challenging and the town is very lively.
WOMAN: Are there good hotels there?
JACK: Yes – some very nice ones and there are also a few basic hostels and campsites.

It’s great if you need lessons as the surf schools are excellent.
WOMAN: Sounds good.
JACK: Yes and there’s lots to see in the area – like those well-known cliffs – … I’ve

forgotten the name of them …
WOMAN: Oh don’t worry – I can look them up.
JACK: I’ve also been surfing in County Mayo, which is less well-known for surfing,

but we had a really good time. That was a few years ago when the kids were
younger. There’s a good surf school at Carrowniskey beach.

WOMAN: How do you spell that?
JACK: C-A-double R-O-W-N-I-S-K-E-Y
WOMAN: OK.
JACK: I put the kids into the surf camp they run during the summer for 10–16 year olds.
WOMAN: Oh right. How long was that for?
JACK: Three hours every day for a week. It was perfect – they were so tired out after

that.
WOMAN: I can imagine.
JACK: One thing we did while the kids were surfing was to rent some kayaks to have a

look around the bay which is nearby. It’s really beautiful.
WOMAN: Oh, I’d love to do that.

WOMAN: Now the only time I went to Ireland it rained practically every day.
JACK: Mmm yes – that can be a problem – but you can surf in the rain, you know.
WOMAN: It doesn’t have the same appeal, somehow.
JACK: Well, the weather’s been fine the last couple of years when I’ve been there,

but actually, it tends to rain more in August than in the spring or autumn.
September’s my favourite month because the water is warmer then.
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WOMAN: The only problem is that the kids are back to school then.
JACK: I know. But one good thing about Irish summers is that it doesn’t get too hot.

The average temperature is about 19 degrees and it usually doesn’t go above
25 degrees.

WOMAN: That sounds alright. Now what about costs?
JACK: Surfing is a pretty cheap holiday really – the only cost is the hire of equipment.

You can expect to pay a daily rate of about 30 euros for the hire of a wetsuit and
board – but you can save about 40 euros if you hire by the week.

WOMAN: That’s not too bad.
JACK: No. It’s important to make sure you get good quality wetsuits – you’ll all get too

cold if you don’t. And make sure you also get boots. They keep your feet warm
and it’s easier to surf with them on too.

WOMAN: OK. Well, thanks very much …

PART 2
Good afternoon. My name’s Mrs Carter and I run the before and after school extended hours
childcare service. I hope you’ve had a chance to have a good look around the school and talk
to staff and pupils. I know that many of you are interested in using our childcare service when
your child joins the school, and perhaps you already know something about it, but for those
that don’t, I’ll go through the main details now.

We offer childcare for children from the ages of four to eleven both before and after school. I
know that many parents who work find this service invaluable. You can leave your child with
us safe in the knowledge that they will be extremely well cared for.

We are insured to provide care for up to 70 children, although we rarely have this many
attending at any one session. I think we generally expect around 50–60 children for the
afternoon sessions and about half that number for the breakfast sessions. Although we
currently do have 70 children registered with us, not all of these attend every day. It’s ten
years since we began offering an extended hours service and we’ve come a long way during
that time. When we first opened, we only had about 20 children attending regularly.

We try to keep our costs as low as we can and we think we provide very good value for
money. For the afternoon sessions, which run from 3.30 until 6 p.m., it’s £7.20. But if you
prefer, you can pay for one hour only, which costs £3.50, or two hours which costs £5.70.

The cost of the childcare includes food and snacks. They’ll be given breakfast in the morning
and in the afternoon, a healthy snack as soon as they finish school. At 5 p.m. children are
given something more substantial, such as pasta or a casserole. Please inform us of any
allergies that your child might have and we’ll make sure they’re offered a suitable alternative.

As you may know, the childcare service runs through the school holidays from 8 a.m. to
6 p.m. We offer a really varied and exciting programme to keep the children entertained – we
don’t want them to feel as if they are still at school! It will also feel different because they’ll
get the chance to make new friends with children from other schools – spaces are available
for them because a lot of our term-time children don’t always attend during the holiday. In the
past, parents have asked if children over the age of 11 are allowed to come with their younger
brothers and sisters – but I’m afraid we’re unable to do this because of the type of insurance
we have.

So now let me tell you about some of the activities that your child can do during the after-
school sessions. As well as being able to use the playground equipment, computers and
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the library, there is usually at least one ‘special’ activity that children can do each day. For
example, Spanish. We have a specialist teacher coming in every Thursday to give a basic
introduction to the language through games and songs. She does two sessions: one for the
over 8s and one for the younger children. This is the only activity which we have to make an
extra charge for – but it’s well worth it.

Once a week the children have the opportunity to do some music. We’re very lucky that one
of our staff is a member of a folk band. On Mondays, she teaches singing and percussion to
groups of children. We do rely on parental support for this, so if any of you sing or play an
instrument and would be prepared to help out at these sessions, we’d be delighted.

Painting continues to be one of the most popular activities. To begin with we weren’t keen
on offering this because of the extra mess involved, but children kept asking if they could do
some art and so we finally gave in. Art is great for helping the children to relax after working
hard at school all day.

Yoga is something that we’ve been meaning to introduce for some time but haven’t been able
to find anyone available to teach it – until now that is. So we’ll see how this goes. Hopefully,
children will benefit in all sorts of ways from this.

Cooking is another popular activity. They make a different sort of cake, or pizza or bread
each week. Although the younger children love doing it, we found that the mess was just too
much, so we’ve decided to restrict this to the over 8s, as they are better able to clean up after
themselves.

PART 3
HOLLY: Hello Dr Green – I’m here to talk to you about my work placement.
TUTOR: Oh yes, it’s Holly, isn’t it?
HOLLY: Yes.
TUTOR: So, which work placement have you chosen?
HOLLY: I decided to go for the Orion Stadium placement. The event I’ll be managing is

one where I’m helping to set up a sports competition for primary school children.
TUTOR: Yup. That’s always a popular placement – even though it can be tougher than

you think working with children.
HOLLY: I know, but it’s the fresh air that attracts me – organising something indoors

doesn’t have the same appeal, even though it might be fun.
TUTOR: OK, so obviously safety’s going to be one of your key concerns for this event.
HOLLY: Yes, I’ve already thought about that. I’ll need to make sure none of the

equipment’s damaged.
TUTOR: Ah well, you’ll be working with schools, so the equipment will be their

responsibility. However, the grounds and what goes on there will be yours.
HOLLY: Oh I see – that’ll include keeping everyone within the boundary once they’re in

their kit and on the field?
TUTOR: Exactly – you’ll need to inspect areas like changing rooms as well for anything

someone can trip over, but your main priority will be not to lose anyone!
HOLLY: Right. I’ll need staff to help with that.
TUTOR: And don’t forget about the spectators.
HOLLY: Mmm. I was thinking that many of them will be parents, who could help run the

event.
TUTOR: I wouldn’t rely on that. They’ll be more interested in filming their children than

volunteering.
HOLLY: I’ll need to make sure they don’t interfere with events doing that!
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TUTOR: And that’s not always easy, especially when a proud parent’s trying to get a snap
of their child and you want them to move elsewhere.

HOLLY: OK. What about the scheduling?
TUTOR: With sporting events there are all sorts of things that can alter the timetable – like

rain, for instance – though so far, we’ve always been lucky with that.
HOLLY: Yeah, and I was thinking about what to do if someone got hurt as well. I know

that last year that caused a terrible delay.
TUTOR: You have to be prepared for such things.
HOLLY: Oh. What if a match ends in a draw – do you let the teams keep going until

someone wins?
TUTOR: That’ll be up to you – and again, you need to plan for it.
HOLLY: Right.

TUTOR: Now, the aim of your work placement is to give you the opportunity to develop the
skills that an events manager needs. So, let’s talk about those a bit.

HOLLY: Well, I think my communication skills are pretty good. I can talk on the phone to
people and book venues and that kind of thing.

TUTOR: Good – just remember it isn’t only about what you say. If you meet someone
face-to-face and want to persuade them to be a sponsor, for example …

HOLLY: Oh, I’ll dress up for that! Sure.
TUTOR: Good. Let’s go on to think about your organisational skills. You’re working in a

very people-based industry and that means things won’t always go to plan.
HOLLY: I guess it’s being prepared to make changes that matters.
TUTOR: That’s right. You may have to make an on-the-spot change to a timetable

because of a problem you hadn’t anticipated …
HOLLY: … just do it! OK.
TUTOR: How’s your time management these days?
HOLLY: I’m working on it – I’m certainly better when I have a deadline, which is why this

work suits me.
TUTOR: Yes, but it’s how you respond as that deadline approaches!
HOLLY: I know I’ve got to look calm even if I’m in a panic.
TUTOR: Just think to yourself – no one must know I’m under pressure.
HOLLY: Yeah – even though I’m multi-tasking like crazy!
TUTOR: Another skill that events managers need is creativity. Often your client has what

we call the ‘big picture’ idea, but it’s up to the events manager to think of all the
fine points that go to making it work.

HOLLY: Right, so I need to listen carefully to that idea and then fill in all the gaps.
TUTOR: That’s right. And you’ll have a team working under you, so another key skill is

leadership. Your team may have lots of ideas too, but you’ve got to make the
ultimate choices. Do we have refreshments inside or out, for example?

HOLLY: Isn’t it better to be democratic?
TUTOR: It’s a nice idea, but you have the ultimate responsibility. So, believe in what you

think best. Be prepared to say ‘yes’, that’s a good idea but it won’t work here.
HOLLY: I see what you mean. What about the networking side of things? I know it’s an

area that a lot of students worry about because we don’t have much experience
to offer others.

TUTOR: But even without it – you can still be an interesting person with useful ideas. And
the more people you impress, the better.

HOLLY: I guess that will help me when I apply for a real job.
TUTOR: Exactly – think ahead – remember what your ambitions are and keep them in

mind.
HOLLY: Definitely.
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PART 4
Scientists believe that a majority of the earth’s bird population migrate in some fashion or
other. Some travel seasonally for relatively short distances, such as birds that move from
their winter habitats in lowlands to mountain tops for the summers. Others, like the Arctic
Tern, travel more than 25,000 miles seasonally between the northern and southern poles.
Bird migration has been studied over many centuries through a variety of observations.

But until relatively recently, where birds went to in the winter was considered something of
a mystery. The lack of modern science and technology led to many theories that we now
recognize as error-filled and even somewhat amusing. Take hibernation theory for example
– two thousand years ago, it was commonly believed that when birds left an area, they went
underwater to hibernate in the seas and oceans. Another theory for the regular appearance
and disappearance of birds was that they spent winter hidden in mud till the weather changed
and food became abundant again. The theory that some birds hibernate persisted until
experiments were done on caged birds in the 1940s which demonstrated that birds have no
hibernation instinct.

One of the earliest naturalists and philosophers from ancient Greece was Aristotle who
was the first writer to discuss the disappearance and reappearance of some bird species at
certain times of year. He developed the theory of transmutation, the seasonal change of one
species into another, by observing redstarts and robins. He observed that in the autumn,
small birds called ‘redstarts’ began to lose their feathers, which convinced Aristotle that they
changed into robins for the winter, and back into redstarts in the summer. These assumptions
are understandable given that this pair of species are similar in shape, but are a classic
example of an incorrect interpretation based on correct observations.

The most bizarre theory was put forward by an English amateur scientist, Charles Morton,
in the seventeenth century. He wrote a surprisingly well-regarded paper claiming that birds
migrate to the moon and back every year. He came to this conclusion as the only logical
explanation for the total disappearance of some species.

One of the key moments in the development of migration theory came in 1822 when a white
stork was shot in Germany. This particular stork made history because of the long spear in
its neck which incredibly had not killed it – everyone immediately realised this spear was
definitely not European. It turned out to be a spear from a tribe in Central Africa. This was
a truly defining moment in the history of ornithology because it was the first evidence that
storks spend their winters in sub-Saharan Africa. You can still see the ‘arrow stork’ in the
Zoological Collection of the University of Rostock in Germany.

People gradually became aware that European birds moved south in autumn and north in
summer but didn’t know much about it until the practice of catching birds and putting rings
on their legs became established. Before this, very little information was available about the
actual destinations of particular species and how they travelled there. People speculated that
larger birds provided a kind of taxi service for smaller birds by carrying them on their backs.
This idea came about because it seemed impossible that small birds weighing only a few
grams could fly over vast oceans. This idea was supported by observations of bird behaviour
such as the harassment of larger birds by smaller birds.
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The development of bird ringing, by a Danish schoolteacher, Hans Christian Cornelius
Mortensen, made many discoveries possible. This is still common practice today and relies
upon what is known as ‘recovery’ – this is when ringed birds are found dead in the place they
have migrated to, and identified. Huge amounts of data were gathered in the early part of the
twentieth century and for the first time in history people understood where birds actually went
to in winter. In 1931, an atlas was published showing where the most common species of
European birds migrated to. More recent theories about bird migration …
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PART 1
JACINTA: Hello, Easy Life Cleaning Services, Jacinta speaking.
CLIENT: Oh hello. I’m looking for a cleaning service for my apartment – do you do

domestic cleaning?
JACINTA: Sure.
CLIENT: Well, it’s just a one-bedroom flat. Do you have a basic cleaning package?
JACINTA: Yes. For a one-bedroom flat we’re probably looking at about two hours for a

clean. So we’d do a thorough clean of all surfaces in each room, and polish them
where necessary. Does your apartment have carpets?

CLIENT: No, I don’t have any, but the floor would need cleaning.
JACINTA: Of course – we’d do that in every room. And we’d do a thorough clean of the

kitchen and bathroom.
CLIENT: OK.
JACINTA: Then we have some additional services which you can request if you want – so

for example, we can clean your oven for you every week.
CLIENT: Actually, I hardly ever use that, but can you do the fridge?
JACINTA: Sure. Would you like that done every week?
CLIENT: Yes, definitely. And would ironing clothes be an additional service you can do?
JACINTA: Yes, of course.
CLIENT: It wouldn’t be much, just my shirts for work that week.
JACINTA: That’s fine. And we could also clean your microwave if you want.
CLIENT: No, I wipe that out pretty regularly so there’s no need for that.
JACINTA: We also offer additional services that you might want a bit less often, say every

month. So for example, if the inside of your windows need cleaning, we could
do that.

CLIENT: Yes, that’d be good. I’m on the fifteenth floor, so the outside gets done regularly
by specialists, but the inside does get a bit grubby.

JACINTA: And we could arrange for your curtains to get cleaned if necessary.
CLIENT: No, they’re OK. But would you be able to do something about the balcony? It’s

quite small and I don’t use it much, but it could do with a wash every month or so.
JACINTA: Yes, we can get the pressure washer onto that.

JACINTA: Now if you’re interested, we do offer some other possibilities to do with general
maintenance. For example, if you have a problem with water and you need a
plumber in a hurry, we can put you in touch with a reliable one who can come out
straightaway. And the same thing if you need an electrician.

CLIENT: Right. That’s good to know. I’ve only just moved here so I don’t have any of those
sorts of contacts.

JACINTA: And I don’t know if this is of interest to you, but we also offer a special vacuum
cleaning system which can improve the indoor air quality of your home by
capturing up to 99% of all the dust in the air. So if you’re troubled by allergies,
this can make a big difference.

CLIENT: Right. In fact, I don’t have that sort of problem, but I’ll bear it in mind. Now can
you tell me a bit about your cleaning staff?
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JACINTA: Of course. So all our cleaners are very carefully selected. When they apply to
us, they have to undergo a security check with the police to make sure they
don’t have any sort of criminal background, and, of course, they have to provide
references as well. Then if we think they might be suitable for the job, we give
them training for it. That lasts for two weeks so it’s very thorough, and at the end
of it, they have a test. If they pass that, we take them on, but we monitor them
very carefully – we ask all our clients to complete a review of their performance
after every visit and to email it to us. So we can pick up any problems
straightaway and deal with them.

CLIENT: OK, well that all sounds good. And will I always have the same cleaner?
JACINTA: Yes, we do our best to organise it that way, and we usually manage it.
CLIENT: Good. That’s fine. Right, so I’d like to go ahead and …

PART 2
As many of you here today have worked in the hotel industry for some time, I’m sure you
have experienced the problem of high staff turnover in your hotels. Every hotel relies on
having loyal and experienced members of staff who make sure that everything runs smoothly.
If staff are constantly changing, it can make life difficult for everyone. But why do staff leave
frequently in many hotels? Of course, many hotel jobs, such as cleaning, are low-skilled and
are not well-paid. A lot of managers think it’s this and the long hours that are the main causes
of high staff turnover – but what they don’t realise is that it’s the lack of training in many hotel
jobs which is a huge factor.

So, what kind of problems does a high turnover of staff cause? Well, having to recruit new
staff all the time can be very time-consuming, and managers may have to cover some duties
while waiting for new staff to arrive. This means they don’t have time to think about less
immediate problems such as how to improve their service. When staff leave, it can also
severely affect the colleagues they leave behind. It has a negative effect on remaining staff,
who may start to feel that they too should be thinking about leaving.

So, what can be done to change this situation? Firstly, managers should stop making basic
errors which leave their staff feeling upset and resentful. When organising shifts, for example,
make sure you never give certain staff preferential treatment. All staff should be given
some choice about when they work, and everyone should have to work some evening and
weekend shifts. If you treat staff fairly, they’ll be more likely to step in and help when extra
staff are needed.

Keeping staff happy has other tangible benefits for the business. Take the Dunwich Hotel
as an example. It had been experiencing a problem with staff complaints and in order to
deal with this, invested in staff training and improved staff conditions. Not only did the level
of complaints fall, but they also noticed a significant increase in the amount each customer
spent during their stay. They have now introduced a customer loyalty scheme which is going
really well.

Now I’d like to look at some ways you can reduce staff turnover in your hotels, and I’ll do this
by giving some examples of hotels where I’ve done some training recently.

The Sun Club received feedback which showed that staff thought managers didn’t value their
opinions. They weren’t made to feel they were partners who were contributing to the success
of the business as a whole. This situation has changed. Junior staff at all levels are regularly
invited to meetings where their ideas are welcomed.
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A year ago, The Portland recognised the need to invest in staff retention. Their first step
was to introduce a scheme for recognising talent amongst their employees. The hope is that
organising training for individuals with management potential will encourage them to stay with
the business.

At Bluewater, managers decided to recognise 50 high achievers from across the company’s
huge hotel chain. As a reward, they’re sent on an all-expenses-paid trip abroad every year.
Fun is an important element in the trips, but there’s also the opportunity to learn something
useful. This year’s trip included a visit to a brewery, where staff learned about the new beer
that would be served in the hotel.

Pentlow Hotels identified that retention of junior reception staff was an issue. In order to
encourage them to see that working in a hotel could be worthwhile and rewarding, with good
prospects, they introduced a management programme. These staff were given additional
responsibilities and the chance to work in various roles in the hotel.

Green Planet wanted to be seen as a caring employer. To make life easier for staff, many of
whom had childcare responsibilities, the hotel began issuing vouchers to help cover the cost
of childcare.

Louise Marsh at The Amesbury has one of the best staff retention rates in the business.
Since she joined the company, she has made a huge effort to achieve this by creating a
co-operative and supportive environment. For her, the staff are part of a large family where
everyone is valued.

OK, now I’d like to …

PART 3
JEANNE: Hi Thomas, how are you enjoying the course so far?
THOMAS: Yeah, I think it’s good.
JEANNE: Remind me – why did you decide to study sports science? Didn’t you want to be

a professional athlete when you were at school?
THOMAS: Yeah – that was my goal, and all my classmates assumed I would achieve it; they

thought I was brilliant.
JEANNE: That must have been a nice feeling.
THOMAS: Mm, I thought I could win anything. There was no one who could run faster

than me.
JEANNE: Exactly – so what happened? Did your mum and dad want you to be more

‘academic’?
THOMAS: Not at all. Perhaps they should have pushed me harder, though.
JEANNE: What do you mean?
THOMAS: I think I should have practised more.
JEANNE: What makes you say that?
THOMAS: Well, I went out to Kenya for a couple of weeks to train …
JEANNE: Really! I didn’t know that.
THOMAS: I was chosen to go there out of loads of kids and run with some of the top

teenage athletes in the world. And … I was so calm about it. I just kept thinking
how fortunate I was. What a great chance this was! Everyone back home was so
proud of me. But once we started competing, I very quickly realised I wasn’t good
enough.

JEANNE: That must have been a huge shock.
THOMAS: I thought ‘this can’t be happening’! I was used to winning.
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JEANNE: I’m sorry to hear that.
THOMAS: It’s OK. I’m over it now and I think it’s much better to do a university course and

this one has such a variety of sports-related areas. It’s going to be good.
JEANNE: Oh, I agree – I chose it because of that.

THOMAS: So Jeanne – have you thought of any ideas for the discussion session next week
on technology and sport?

JEANNE: We have to cover more than one sport, don’t we?
THOMAS: Yeah.
JEANNE: You know – we always think technology is about the future, but we could gather

some ideas about past developments in sport.
THOMAS: Look at early types of equipment perhaps?

Uh, I remember reading something about table tennis bats once – how they
ended up being covered with pimpled rubber.

JEANNE: Cos they were just wooden at first, I’d imagine.
THOMAS: Yeah. In about the 1920s, a factory was making rolls of the rubber in bulk for

something like horse harnesses.
JEANNE: Really!
THOMAS: Yeah – and someone realised that it’d make a perfect covering for the wooden

bats.
JEANNE: So what about cricket – that’s had a few innovative changes. Maybe the pads

they wear on their legs?
THOMAS: I don’t think they’ve changed much but, I’m just looking on the internet … and it

says that when the first cricket helmet came in, in 1978, the Australian batsman
who first wore it was booed and jeered by people watching because it was so
ugly!

JEANNE: Wow, players have to protect themselves from getting hurt! I mean everyone
wears one now.

THOMAS: Mm, unlike the cycle helmet.
JEANNE: Well, unless you’re a professional, but you’re right, many ordinary bikers don’t

wear a helmet.
THOMAS: Hey, look at these pictures of original helmet designs. This one looks like an

upside-down bowl!
JEANNE: Yet, the woman’s laughing – she’s so proud to be wearing it!
THOMAS: It says serious cyclists ended up with wet hair from all the hard exercise.
JEANNE: I guess that’s why they have large air vents in them now so that the skin can

breathe more easily.
THOMAS: OK, so we’ve done helmets. What about golf balls or better still golf clubs –

they’ve changed a lot.
JEANNE: Yeah – I remember my great grandfather telling me that because a club was

made entirely of wood, it would easily break and players had to get another.
THOMAS: There’s no wood at all in them now, is there?
JEANNE: No – they’re much more powerful.
THOMAS: The same must be true of hockey sticks.
JEANNE: I don’t think so because players still use wooden sticks today. What it does say

here, though, is that when the game started you had to produce a stick yourself.
THOMAS: I guess they just weren’t being manufactured. So, one more perhaps. What about

football?
JEANNE: Well, I know the first balls were made of animal skin.
THOMAS: Yeah, they covered them with pieces of leather that were stitched together, but …

the balls let in water when it rained.
JEANNE: Oh, that would have made them much heavier.
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THOMAS: That’s right. You can imagine the damage to players’ necks when the ball was
headed.

JEANNE: How painful that must have been!
THOMAS: Yeah, well, I think we can put together some useful ideas …

PART 4
Hello everyone. Today we’re going to look at another natural food product and that’s maple
syrup. What is this exactly? Well, maple syrup looks rather like clear honey, but it’s not made
by bees; it’s produced from the plant fluid – or sap – inside the maple tree and that makes
maple syrup a very natural product. Maple syrup is a thick, golden, sweet-tasting liquid that
can be bought in bottles or jars and poured onto food such as waffles and ice cream or used
in the baking of cakes and pastries. It contains no preservatives or added ingredients, and it
provides a healthy alternative to refined sugar.

Let’s just talk a bit about the maple tree itself, which is where maple syrup comes from. So,
there are many species of maple tree, and they’ll grow without fertilizer in areas where there’s
plenty of moisture in the soil. However, they’ll only do this if another important criterion is
fulfilled, which is that they must have full or partial sun exposure during the day and very cool
nights – and I’ll talk more about that in a minute. There are only certain parts of the world that
provide all these conditions: one is Canada, and by that, I mean all parts of Canada, and the
other is the north-eastern states of North America. In these areas, the climate suits the trees
perfectly. In fact, Canada produces over two-thirds of the world’s maple syrup, which is why
the five-pointed maple leaf is a Canadian symbol and has featured on the flag since 1964.

So how did maple syrup production begin? Well, long before Europeans settled in these parts
of the world, the indigenous communities had started producing maple sugar. They bored
holes in the trunks of maple trees and used containers made of tree bark to collect the liquid
sap as it poured out. As they were unable to keep the liquid for any length of time – they
didn’t have storage facilities in those days – they boiled the liquid by placing pieces of rock
that had become scorching hot from the sun into the sap. They did this until it turned into
sugar, and they were then able to use this to sweeten their food and drinks. Since that time,
improvements have been made to the process, but it has changed very little overall.

So let’s look at the production of maple syrup today. Clearly, the maple forests are a valuable
resource in many Canadian and North American communities. The trees have to be well
looked after and they cannot be used to make syrup until the trunks reach a diameter of
around 25 centimetres. This can take anything up to 40 years. As I’ve already mentioned,
maple trees need the right conditions to grow and also to produce sap. Why is this? Well,
what happens is that during a cold night, the tree absorbs water from the soil, and that
rises through the tree’s vascular system. But then in the warmer daytime, the change in
temperature causes the water to be pushed back down to the bottom of the tree. This
continual movement – up and down – leads to the formation of the sap needed for maple
syrup production.

When the tree is ready, it can be tapped and this involves drilling a small hole into the trunk
and inserting a tube into it that ends in a bucket. The trees can often take several taps,
though the workers take care not to cause any damage to the healthy growth of the tree itself.
The sap that comes out of the trees consists of 98 percent water and 2 percent sugar and
other nutrients. It has to be boiled so that much of that water evaporates, and this process
has to take place immediately, using what are called evaporators. These are basically
extremely large pans – the sap is poured into these, a fire is built and the pans are then
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heated until the sap boils. As it does this, the water evaporates, and the syrup begins to form.
The evaporation process creates large quantities of steam, and the sap becomes thicker and
denser, and, at just the right moment, when the sap is thick enough to be called maple syrup,
the worker removes it from the heat. After this process, something called ‘sugar sand’ has to
be filtered out as this builds up during the boiling and gives the syrup a cloudy appearance
and a slightly gritty taste. Once this has been done, the syrup is ready to be packaged so that
it can be used for a whole variety of products. It takes 40 litres of sap to produce one litre of
maple syrup so you can get an idea of how much is needed!

So that’s the basic process. In places like Quebec where …
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Listening and Reading answer keys
TEST 1

LISTENING

Part 1, Questions 1–10
1 litter
2 dogs
3 insects
4 butterflies
5 wall
6 island
7 boots
8 beginners
9 spoons
10 35 / thirty five

Part 2, Questions 11–20
11 A
12 C
13 B
14 B
15&16 IN EITHER ORDER

A
D

17&18 IN EITHER ORDER
B
C

19&20 IN EITHER ORDER
D
E

Answer key with extra explanations
inResource Bank

Part 3, Questions 21–30
21 A
22 B
23 B
24 A
25 C
26 C
27 A
28 E
29 F
30 C

Part 4, Questions 31–40
31 puzzle
32 logic
33 confusion
34 meditation
35 stone
36 coins
37 tree
38 breathing
39 paper
40 anxiety

If you score …

1–15 16–25 26–40
you are unlikely to get an
acceptable score under
examination conditions and we
recommend that you spend a lot
of time improving your English
before you take IELTS.

you may get an acceptable
score under examination
conditions but we recommend
that you think about having
more practice or lessons before
you take IELTS.

you are likely to get an
acceptable score under
examination conditions but
remember that different
institutions will find different
scores acceptable.
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Listening and Reading answer keys

TEST 1

READING

Reading Passage 1,
Questions 1–13
1 population
2 suburbs
3 businessmen
4 funding
5 press
6 soil
7 FALSE
8 NOT GIVEN
9 TRUE
10 TRUE
11 FALSE
12 FALSE
13 NOT GIVEN

Reading Passage 2,
Questions 14–26
14 A
15 F
16 E
17 D
18 fortress
19 bullfights
20 opera
21 salt

Answer key with extra explanations
inResource Bank

22 shops
23&24 IN EITHER ORDER

C
D

25&26 IN EITHER ORDER
B
E

Reading Passage 3,
Questions 27–40
27 H
28 J
29 F
30 B
31 D
32 NOT GIVEN
33 NO
34 NO
35 YES
36 B
37 C
38 A
39 B
40 D

If you score …

1–17 18–26 27–40
you are unlikely to get an
acceptable score under
examination conditions and we
recommend that you spend a lot
of time improving your English
before you take IELTS.

you may get an acceptable
score under examination
conditions but we recommend
that you think about having
more practice or lessons before
you take IELTS.

you are likely to get an
acceptable score under
examination conditions but
remember that different
institutions will find different
scores acceptable.
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TEST 2

LISTENING

Part 1, Questions 1–10
1 collecting
2 records
3 West
4 transport
5 art
6 hospital
7 garden
8 quiz
9 tickets
10 poster

Part 2, Questions 11–20
11 B
12 C
13 C
14 B
15 D
16 C
17 G
18 A
19 E
20 F

Answer key with extra explanations
inResource Bank

Part 3, Questions 21–30
21&22 IN EITHER ORDER

D
E

23 D
24 C
25 A
26 E
27 F
28 B
29 C
30 C

Part 4, Questions 31–40
31 321,000
32 vocabulary
33 podcast
34 smartphones
35 bilingual
36 playground
37 picture
38 grammar
39 identity
40 fluent

If you score …

1–18 19–28 29–40
you are unlikely to get an
acceptable score under
examination conditions and we
recommend that you spend a lot
of time improving your English
before you take IELTS.

you may get an acceptable
score under examination
conditions but we recommend
that you think about having
more practice or lessons before
you take IELTS.

you are likely to get an
acceptable score under
examination conditions but
remember that different
institutions will find different
scores acceptable.
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TEST 2

READING

Reading Passage 1,
Questions 1–13
1 rock
2 cave
3 clay
4 Essenes
5 Hebrew
6 NOT GIVEN
7 FALSE
8 TRUE
9 TRUE
10 FALSE
11 FALSE
12 TRUE
13 NOT GIVEN

Reading Passage 2,
Questions 14–26
14 C
15 B
16 E
17 A
18 C
19 B
20 D

Answer key with extra explanations
inResource Bank

21 A
22 C
23 A
24 flavour / flavor
25 size
26 salt

Reading Passage 3,
Questions 27–40
27 D
28 A
29 A
30 C
31 A
32 NO
33 NOT GIVEN
34 YES
35 NO
36 NOT GIVEN
37 F
38 D
39 E
40 B

If you score …

1–18 19–27 28–40
you are unlikely to get an
acceptable score under
examination conditions and we
recommend that you spend a lot
of time improving your English
before you take IELTS.

you may get an acceptable
score under examination
conditions but we recommend
that you think about having
more practice or lessons before
you take IELTS.

you are likely to get an
acceptable score under
examination conditions but
remember that different
institutions will find different
scores acceptable.
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If you score …

1–17 18–26 27–40
you are unlikely to get an
acceptable score under
examination conditions and we
recommend that you spend a lot
of time improving your English
before you take IELTS.

you may get an acceptable
score under examination
conditions but we recommend
that you think about having
more practice or lessons before
you take IELTS.

you are likely to get an
acceptable score under
examination conditions but
remember that different
institutions will find different
scores acceptable.

TEST 3

LISTENING

Part 1, Questions 1–10
1 family
2 fit
3 hotels
4 Carrowniskey
5 week
6 bay
7 September
8 19 / nineteen
9 30 / thirty
10 boots

Part 2, Questions 11–20
11&12 IN EITHER ORDER

B
E

13 C
14 C
15 A
16 E
17 D
18 G
19 F
20 C

Part 3, Questions 21–30
21 B
22 A
23 A
24 B
25 C
26 A
27 D
28 B
29 F
30 H

Part 4, Questions 31–40
31 mud
32 feathers
33 shape
34 moon
35 neck
36 evidence
37 destinations
38 oceans
39 recovery
40 atlas

Answer key with extra explanations
inResource Bank
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TEST 3

READING

Reading Passage 1,
Questions 1–13
1 carnivorous
2 scent
3 pouch
4 fossil
5 habitat
6 TRUE
7 FALSE
8 NOT GIVEN
9 FALSE
10 NOT GIVEN
11 FALSE
12 TRUE
13 NOT GIVEN

Reading Passage 2,
Questions 14–26
14 F
15 G
16 A
17 H
18 B
19 E
20 C

Answer key with extra explanations
inResource Bank

21&22 IN EITHER ORDER
B
C

23 solid
24 (Sumatran) orangutan / orang-utan
25 carbon stocks
26 biodiversity

Reading Passage 3,
Questions 27–40
27 D
28 B
29 C
30 D
31 C
32 NO
33 YES
34 NOT GIVEN
35 NO
36 H
37 D
38 I
39 B
40 F

If you score …

1–18 19–27 28–40
you are unlikely to get an
acceptable score under
examination conditions and we
recommend that you spend a lot
of time improving your English
before you take IELTS.

you may get an acceptable
score under examination
conditions but we recommend
that you think about having
more practice or lessons before
you take IELTS.

you are likely to get an
acceptable score under
examination conditions but
remember that different
institutions will find different
scores acceptable.
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TEST 4

LISTENING

Part 1, Questions 1–10
1 floor(s)
2 fridge
3 shirts
4 windows
5 balcony
6 electrician
7 dust
8 police
9 training
10 review

Part 2, Questions 11–20
11 A
12 A
13 A
14 C
15 A
16 C
17 B
18 C
19 B
20 A

Answer key with extra explanations
inResource Bank

Part 3, Questions 21–30
21&22 IN EITHER ORDER

C
E

23&24 IN EITHER ORDER
A
D

25 B
26 F
27 A
28 D
29 C
30 G

Part 4, Questions 31–40
31 golden
32 healthy
33 climate
34 rock(s)
35 diameter
36 tube
37 fire
38 steam
39 cloudy
40 litre / liter

If you score …

1–17 18–27 28–40
you are unlikely to get an
acceptable score under
examination conditions and we
recommend that you spend a lot
of time improving your English
before you take IELTS.

you may get an acceptable
score under examination
conditions but we recommend
that you think about having
more practice or lessons before
you take IELTS.

you are likely to get an
acceptable score under
examination conditions but
remember that different
institutions will find different
scores acceptable.
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TEST 4

READING

Reading Passage 1,
Questions 1–13
1 FALSE
2 FALSE
3 NOT GIVEN
4 TRUE
5 NOT GIVEN
6 TRUE
7 droppings
8 coffee
9 mosquitoes
10 protein
11 unclean
12 culture
13 houses

Reading Passage 2,
Questions 14–26
14 E
15 A
16 D
17 F
18 C
19 descendants
20 sermon
21 fine
22 innovation

Answer key with extra explanations
inResource Bank

23&24 IN EITHER ORDER
B
E

25&26 IN EITHER ORDER
B
D

Reading Passage 3,
Questions 27–40
27 D
28 E
29 F
30 B
31 H
32 E
33 FALSE
34 NOT GIVEN
35 NOT GIVEN
36 TRUE
37 memory
38 numbers
39 communication
40 visual

If you score …

1–17 18–26 27–40
you are unlikely to get an
acceptable score under
examination conditions and we
recommend that you spend a lot
of time improving your English
before you take IELTS.

you may get an acceptable
score under examination
conditions but we recommend
that you think about having
more practice or lessons before
you take IELTS.

you are likely to get an
acceptable score under
examination conditions but
remember that different
institutions will find different
scores acceptable.
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Sample Writing answers

TEST 1, WRITING TASK 1

This is an answer written by a candidate who achieved a Band 6.0 score.

Thetwomapsillustratesthenorbitonarea inthepresentdays,aswellas, theplanned
development.
Overall, thenorbitonindustrialarea is locatedattheeastsideofthetown,withariver
onthenorth,separatingthefarmlandfromtheindustrialarea,whichis locatedinthe
centerofthemap,representedbyafewfactorybiuldingsandroads, followedbythe
mainroadattheextremesouthofthemap.
theplanneddevelopmentshowsasubstantiallygrowthandmodificationsoftheoverall
infrastructureoftheareabetweenthefarmlandandthemainroad.
Firstly, theplanneddevelopmentofthenorbitonareareplaceswhatoncewere
factoriesforhousings.Moreover, theroadshavebeendevelopedtoacomodateall the
newbiuldingsthathavebeenplannedforthearea,whichare,aschoolanda
playgroundtotheeastsideoftheroundabout locatedinthecenterof themap,aswell
asshopsandamedicalcenteraroundtheroundabout.
Secondly,abridge isplannedfor thenorthof themaptocross theriverandprovide
acess to thehousingthatwillbe located in farmland.

Here is the examiner’s comment:

This response covers the key changes to be made to the industrial area, although
more detail could be provided, for example, housing to the west of the roundabout.
There is an overview in the second paragraph and the response could be improved
by adding a summary of the main changes.

Ideas are arranged coherently, with some effective use of cohesive devices [what
once were], sequencing adverbs [Firstly | Secondly] and referencing [which | that].

There is some less common vocabulary but spelling is often inaccurate [acomodate
/ accommodate | biuldings / buildings] and word formation is incorrect [substantially
growth / substantial growth].

To achieve a higher score, the candidate would need to reduce the number of
errors in vocabulary and sentence structure.

AdditionalsampleWriting answers
inResource Bank
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TEST 1, WRITING TASK 2

This is an answer written by a candidate who achieved a Band 6.5 score.

It issaidthat takingrisksbringsa lotofbenefits.However, italsogivesussome
drawbacks.
Firstofall, it isobviousthattakingriskswillcauseagreat loss ifpeopledoitandfail. In
personal life, this lossmightnotbesoharmful.However, itwillbereallyharmfull in
professional life,becausepeopletakearesponsibilitynotonlyforthemselvesbutalso
otherssuchascolleages,customersandtheir families. Itwillevendamagethesociety
fromtheeconomicpoint.
Ontheotherhand,wecanreceivehugebenefitsby takingrisks. Firstly,wecan learn
howtoprepare foronegoal throughthisprocess. Inorder toachieve theaim,people
willmakeall theefforts to thinkabout it and try to findmoreefficientway. If theydo
this in theprofessional circumstances, theywill recognise the responsibilityand
importanceofcooperation.Also, itwill becompletelymeaningfuleven thoughpeople
can̓t achieve thegoalafter takingrisks.Theywill learn the reasonwhytheyhave
failedandhowtochange it.The failurewill enable themto improve their skillsandto
achieve theirobjectnext time.
As Imentioned, it is truethat takingrisksgiveusbothadvantagesanddisadvantages.
However, itcanbearguedthat thebenefitsoutweighedthedrawbacks inthatwecan
obtainadvantagesnotonly fromtheresultbutalsofromtheprocessof takingrisks.

Sample Writing answers
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Here is the examiner’s comment:

This response discusses the advantages and the disadvantages of taking risks.
It puts much greater emphasis on risks in ‘professional life’. As this response is
below 250 words (it is only 242), more could be added to include risks in ‘personal
life’ along with some specific examples of risks that people commonly take. There
is a clear progression through the response and ideas are logically organised;
disadvantages are presented first and advantages second. Cohesive devices can
be quite mechanical with examples at the start of most sentences [First of all |
However | On the other hand | Firstly] but referencing is generally appropriate [it |
this loss | They | The failure]. The first paragraph is very short and paragraphing is
not entirely logical.

Vocabulary is effective with some less common items [damage the society | receive
huge benefits | enable | obtain advantages … from the process]. Occasional errors
remain [object / objective | point / perspective]. Sentence structure is good, with
frequent error-free sentences. There is a variety of complex structures, including
conditionals [if], but a few errors remain.

To improve this response, the word count of 250 should be reached and concrete
example(s) of risk could be provided.
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Sample Writing answers

TEST 2, WRITING TASK 1

This is an answer written by a candidate who achieved a Band 7.5 score.

Thetable illustratesthedataonthepolicebudget inwhichthemoneycamefromand
thetwopiechartsdescribethedistributionof theamountofmoney inthetwoofyear
2017and2018inanareaofBritain.Overall, therewasanupwardtrendinall three
differentsourceswhile themoneyspentonsalarieswasalwaysthemajorityof
contribution.
Lookingintomoredetails, thehighestamountofmoneyonthepolicebudget
belongedtoʻNationalGovernment̓ ,175.5millionpounds in2017anditkeptrising
to177.8millionpounds.Thuswasfollowedby L̒ocalTaxes̓ ,at91.2millionpounds
in2017,afteroneyear, it increasesignificantly to102.3millionpounds.
Intermofthehowthemoneywasspent, themajorityofpolicebudgetgoesto
salarieswhichwasforofficersandstaff,droppingslightlyfrom75%in2017to69%in
2018.Meanwhile, theproportionof B̒uildingsandtransport̓ remainedconstantly,at
17%eachyear.Anoppositepatterncanbeseeninthecategoryoftechnology, its
figurerosesharplyfrom8%in2017to14%in2018,whichwasalwaysthelowestrate
duringthegivenperiod.

Here is the examiner’s comment:

This is a strong response. The candidate provides a clear overview at the end of
the first paragraph which highlights the consistently increasing trend from the table
and identifies the largest category from the pie charts. Full details are given for the
first two sources of the budget but, to achieve a higher rating, key features in the
table could be more fully extended.

Information is presented in the order of the table first and then the charts, in a
logical manner. The test taker demonstrates a good range of cohesive devices
[while | which was] and uses three paragraphs appropriately to organise and
sequence the required data.

There is a wide range of vocabulary [figure rose sharply | during the given period]
with accurate spelling, although there are occasional errors in word choice. The
range of grammatical structures is wide, including modal [can] and continuous
forms [kept rising] – although there are occasional errors e.g. using present tenses
[goes on] to describe data from 2017 and 2018.

To improve this response, the key features presented from the table could be
more fully extended. The candidate could also reduce the few errors in sentence
structure.
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TEST 2, WRITING TASK 2

This is an answer written by a candidate who achieved a Band 6.5 score.

Mobilephones,nowadays,containsessential featureswithentertainmentalso.There
hasbeenalargegrowthseeninusagehoursofsmartphonesamongyoungsters.
Thereareseveral reasonsbehindthissituationandI findthisdevelopmentmore
beneficial thannegative.Boththereasonsandmyviewiselaboratedfurther.
Thefirst reasonforoverusageofsmartdevicesbyyoungsters is thesocialbenefit they
provide.Thesmartphoneconnectedwith internetopensupthelargepossibilities,
fromcreatingnewfriendstocommunicatingwiththemoversocialmedia.For
instance,achild inmyneighbourhoodchatsforhourswithhisschool friendsover
Facebook(asocialmedia)andalsospendtimeoveronlinevideosharingphone
application.Moreover, themobilegaming,speciallymultiplayergames, isanother
majorreasonforthesituation.Childrenplaysdifferentkindofgamesovermobile for
theentertainmentpurposeandthey involvethemselves ingamesinsuchamanner,
that theyforgetaboutthetimingandotherworktodo.
However, Ibelievethatsmartphoneshavealso increasedtheknowledgeofpupils. It
hasdevelopedsomeimportantsocialskills,suchascommunicationskill, teamwork
andmanymore,byallowingthemtoworkandplay ingroups,withouttherestriction
ofdistance. Inaddition,childrencanlearnthroughinternetbywatchinonlinevideos
andreadingarticles,whichultimatelyhelpsthemintheirstudiesaswellas language
skills.Forexample,whenevermyniecerequiretoknowaboutsomething,hesearches
itover the internetandlearnsfromit.Moreover,multiplayeronlinegamingimproves
theirmultitaskingabilityanditalsogivesthemacompetitiveenvironment
Overall, I agree thatoverusageofsmartphonesonregularbasis isharmful for them,
but ifgivenproperguidance,mobilephonescanhelp themin learningsomelife-long
skills.
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Here is the examiner’s comment:

This response addresses both parts of the question. A range of ideas is expressed
and the candidate gives their position in the opening paragraph and then provides
evidence and relevant examples.

Ideas are logically organised and there is clear progression throughout the four
paragraphs. A range of cohesive devices are used [The first reason | For instance |
Moreover] with referencing used appropriately [they | themselves | their studies | it].

The range of vocabulary is good with examples of higher-level items [social skills |
restriction of distance | ultimately] and there are few errors [overusage / overuse |
niece … he / niece … she | watchin / watching | require to know / needs to know].
Similarly, the range of grammatical structures is reasonable, but the level of error
means the Band Score cannot be higher than 6.5.
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TEST 3, WRITING TASK 1

This is an answer written by a candidate who achieved a Band 5.5 score.

Thechartdescribesthedataabout familiesweeklyexpenditureprospects in1968
andin2018.
Themostsignificantspentrate isonfoodwitha35%ratio intheyear1968.Housing
andclothingcomenextwiththesameprospectof10%oftheweekly income.
Expenditureonleisure, transport,personalgoodsandhouseholdgoodsarealmost
samepercentage, theformeroneisslightlymore.Lastly,spentratesonfuelandthe
othersarerecordedthe leastwitha6%intheyearof1968.
Turningto2018,foodexpenditureoffamilieshaddroppeddramaticallytoa
percentagebetween15to20.Ontheotherhand,housingspenthadrised
significantlywithanalmost20%slightlymorethanfoodexpenditures.Themost
crucial risewasrecordedonleisurespentrates. Ithadsoaredabut10%in50years.
Transportationexpediturescomesafter andfollowedbyHouseholdgoodsand
theothecategoriesrespetively.Last threehadremainedtheleast justas in1968
whichis fuelandpower,clothingandfootwareandpersonalgoods.
Overall,weeklyexpenditureaveragesof familieshaddramatically changedover50
years. Somespent rateshadremainedthesamewhereassomeof thealterationsare
quitenoticable.
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Here is the examiner’s comment:

This response clearly presents the data from the bar graph. The candidate presents
all the data for 1968 first and then the data for 2018. There is an overview in the
final sentence, but it should summarise the main changes from the bar chart
rather than just saying that expenditure ‘had … changed’. Information is arranged
coherently into four paragraphs, and there is clear overall progression. A range
of cohesive devices is used [Turning to 2018 | followed by | whereas] with an
awareness of referencing [former one | the othe categories | Last three].

There are some less common examples of vocabulary [dropped dramatically to |
rised significantly | soared]. Errors remain [spent rates / expenditure | housing
spent / housing costs] but do not impede communication. Similarly, grammatical
structures include some complex forms [had dropped … to] and sentences with
multiple clauses; however, there are errors, including inconsistent use of articles
and with past tenses.

To improve the response, a summary of the main trends from the bar chart is
needed in the overview; for example, the candidate could say that there has been
a significant decrease in spending on food over the 50-year period, but the cost of
leisure, housing and transport has significantly increased.
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TEST 3, WRITING TASK 2

This is an answer written by a candidate who achieved a Band 6.5 score.

Asthenumberofprofessionalsworkkingabroad increases, it isoftendiscussed
whether theyshouldstaywhereheydid their trainingsor theyshouldbe free tomove
toanothercountry if theydesired to.While Ibelieve theatapersonshouldbe free to
migrate, I agree that ithasnegativeeffectson thecountryof training.
Ontheonehand,professionalswhodecidetoworkabroadareseekingforadifferent
lifestyleandcareeropportunities.Therefore, theyshouldbeallowedto improvetheir
livesoutsidethe limitationsoftheircountryoforigin.Forexample,whilst inSpain
residents inahospitaldonothavehands-onexperienceduetosafetymeasures, in
othercountriessuchasArgentina, residentsactuallypracticetheirskillswithpatients.
Besides,culturalexchangeshaveprovento increaseefficiency,sincedifferent
nationalitiesmeandifferentbelievesandthe introductionofnewmethods.
Ontheotherhand,whenprofessionals leave thecountrywhere they trained,countries
aredamagedsociallyandeconomically. Incountrieswhere thegovernmentprovides
freeeducationandhealthcare,manypeople think that thepopulationshould
compensate thecountrywith their skillsandabilities. Furthermore,asastudy foSouth
Africanemigrationhaspointedoutwhenaprofessional lease thecountry it results in
the lossof10unskilled jobs.Therefore it affect theeconomyandthecommunity.
Takingeverythingintoaccount, itcanbesaidthatmivingoutfromthecountryof
trainingshouldnotbetakenlightly,giventheadverseeffectsonthepopulation.
However, I firmlybelievethatsomeone̓sprofessionaldevelopmentshouldnotdepend
ontheircountryoforiginandprofessionalsshouldbeallowedtolookforbetter
opportunitiesoverseas.
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Here is the examiner’s comment:

This response addresses both parts of the question. Both views are considered
and an opinion is given. For a higher rating, fuller coverage on the first point, the
requirement to ‘work in the country where they did their training’ could be included.
Organisation is logical and there is clear progression thorough the four paragraphs.

The range of vocabulary is good with examples of higher-level items [hands-on
experience | compensate | better opportunities overseas], but there are a number
of errors [theat / that | believes / beliefs | lease / leaves | miving / moving]. Similarly,
the range of grammatical structures is reasonable, but the level of error means the
Band Score cannot be higher than 6.5.
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TEST 4, WRITING TASK 1

This is an answer written by a candidate who achieved a Band 7.5 score.

Thelinegraphshowstrendsinshopclosuresandopeningsofnewshopsina
particularcountrybetweentheyears2011and2018.
In2011approximately6,400shopsclosed.Thenumberofclosuresfluctuatedover
thenextfouryearsuntil2015,whentherewasadramaticfall inclosurestoroughly
700shops.Thefollowingyearthenumberofshopsclosingtheirdoorsrosesharply,
reachingover5,000.Thefiguresremainedsteadyforthenexttwoyears,withjustover
5,000closuresin2018.
Thenumberofnewshopsopeningdecreaseddramaticallybetween
2011(approximately8,500)and2012( justunder4,000)butreboundedbyroughly
50%by2014. In2015,thenumberofopeningsthenfell tothe2012level,but
remainedstableforthenexttwoyears.Thelastrecordedyear,2018,sawafurtherfall
to3,000newopenings, the lowestpoint inthissevenyearperiod.
Overall, thenumberofshopclosureshasremainedwithinthe5,000to7,000range
(withtheexceptionof2015). Incontrast,newshopopeningshaveshownawider
rangeoffigures,butgenerally indicateadownwardtrendoverthesameperiod.

Here is the examiner’s comment:

This is a strong response which provides a clear overview in the final paragraph.
Data is presented and key features are highlighted appropriately. Closures are
dealt with first, and the details are clearly presented, including the [dramatic fall]
key feature. Shop openings are dealt with separately, in similar detail. Key peaks
and low points are appropriately flagged.

For the highest task score, there could be more detail provided during the periods
of [fluctuation] between 2011 to 2014 and 2016 to 2018.

Ideas are logically organised, taking each line on the graph in turn, and
paragraphing is used appropriately, apart from the single sentence first paragraph.
Cohesion is well managed.

The range of vocabulary is wide, with some skilful use [rebounded by roughly |
further fall | exception of]. The grammar includes a variety of complex structures,
with numerous long sentences containing a number of clauses. This is a good
example of a higher-level response to this Task 1 question.

Sample Writing answers



138

TEST 4, WRITING TASK 2

This is an answer written by a candidate who achieved a Band 6.0 score.

Sinceancienttimespeopletriedtotreatthemselvesbyherbalsandanothernatural
products. Inthesedaysthistypeoftreatment isnamedasalternativemedicine.
Nowadays,moreandmorepeoplewithsomediseasesdecidetousealternative
medicines insteadofclassicmedicine. Inthisessay Iwill trytodiscussprosandcons.
Inmyopinion,thedisadvantagesoutweightheadvantagesofusingtraditional
medicine.Thefirstreasonisthatnobodyknowshowthistreatmentwillaffecttoa
person̓shealth.Therearealotofcaseswhenusingdifferentherbalscausedallergic
reactionandsomepeopledead.Thenextreasonisthatpeoplewhodonothaveany
medicaleducationtryalternativemedicines.Theydonotknowwhattheresultwillbe
andhopethat itwillbepositivebutnotalwaysis likethat.
Althoughtherearea lotofdisadvantages,advantagesmightmakepeoplenotgoto
usualdoctor.Thefirstandthemainpro is thatusingherbalsdoesnotcause
environmentalproblemssuchasairpollutionorgaswaste.Manypharmaceutical
plantsusechemicalswhichhaveharmfulaffectontheenvironment.Theotherreason
is thatalternativemedicinesareusuallymuchcheaperthanusual treatmentasyoudo
nothavetogotopharmacyandbuyexpensivedrugs.
Tosumitup, thealternativetreatmentwillbeforeverbecause ithassomeadvantages
whichmanypeoplethinkthat theycanoutweighthedisadvantagesbut Idonotthink
so.Theconventionalmedicinewhichdevelopsrocketlywilldriveoutother typesof
treatment inthefuture.

Here is the examiner’s comment:

The response addresses both sides of the question and the candidate states
their position in the second paragraph. The disadvantages presented include not
knowing if the treatments will work, possible allergic reactions and the dangers
of untrained practitioners. The advantages include remedies being kinder to the
environment and usually cheaper.

Ideas are arranged coherently with a range of cohesive devices, although
organisation is sometimes mechanical due to the high number of linking devices.
There is evidence of referencing [chemicals which | it] with some error [that they
can outweigh / outweigh].

Vocabulary is used adequately and there are some good examples used [allergic
reaction | pharmaceutical plants | conventional medicine]; however, some errors
remain [dead / die | rocketly / very quickly]. Grammatical structures include some
sentences with multiple clauses [which have | as you]. However, there are errors
[not always is like that / it is not always] and most sentences are short and simple.
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