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A note for parents 
about STEM…
STEM subjects are those that incorporate science, technology, 
engineering, and math. They often overlap. You need 
mathematical measurements to collect the results from a science 
experiment. You need to write computer programs to operate  
the machines you have engineered. You need to understand the 
science of forces to be a structural engineer. STEM subjects are 
highly interlinked, and many of the words from one subject will  
be useful when learning about another.

Children will meet a lot of new words when they begin to study 
STEM subjects at school. A great deal of technical vocabulary  
is used in these lessons: names for pieces of equipment, names  
for things we cannot see (such as forces), and words that describe 
a specific property of materials (such as “opaque”), and these 
may all be new to children. 

This book contains topics and words that children are likely  
to encounter in their first few years at school. It also includes many 
of the topics that fascinate children in this age group, and some 
that show how STEM subjects are present in our everyday lives.

A broad vocabulary can help children access their education 
more easily. Spending time with children and talking about the 
words and the illustrations in this book will expose them to more 
than just the words written here. They will encounter additional 
words as part of the conversation. This book is a great place to 
start your child’s STEM education. 

Jules Pottle, elementary science consultant, teacher,  
and trainer 
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Hot and cold
How warm are you right now? Some 
places in the world are warm, while 
others are freezing cold. 
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Seasons
As the Earth orbits the sun, 
countries near the North and 
South Poles move through 
different seasons. Winter is 
usually cold. In spring, the 
weather gets warmer. It is 
hottest in summer, and then 
cools down again in the fall. 
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Sound
The world around us is bursting with 
different noises. Do you know what 
all of these sound like?
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